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This i5 the first in a proup of a

hoof care from the faal ar the fan

y work at the Thoroughbned farms in Kentucky always

starts with the evalmtion process. This is especially

critical working with the foals, weanlings and year-
lings. This is a process that includes the farm manager or staff
member in charge of the particular horses I'm working on In
the wvery early stages, when confronted with serious conformi-
tiom and koot imbalance sswes that may be better oested surpi-
cally, [ will ask that a veterinarian be comsuloed. The presune on
all parties in dealing with high
dollar Bloodstock makes this

type of conperation crtical.

1 begin by having the horse
wilked away from me, always
on i hard flag surface. This
himed view allows me o look a
meeclial and Lsteral deformities
of the hoof capsule and the
conformation of the hind
limbs but it also gives me a
good view of the heel length
of the front feet. When they
walk hack to oee | am looking
at the frome-end conforma-
tion. ls the chest narrow or
wide! Are the knees, ankles
and hooves in alignment in
relationship to the rest of the
body! This i

'-'\I'I.II |.I.‘€I.I|'|||'|' I:i'« o Ime soane

ial evaluation

strong clues ax to whst [ owill

find when | pick up the foot. (Photo 1) shows evaluation of
alignment problems - soed out a ankle, likely vo have shearned

heel or other medial heel problems.

My bigpest concermn in working with the foals less than 3 months
old is the ankles. The growth plates are changing rapidly and
clioze early in the ankle area so 1 have to address these deformities
very quickly. [ will usually be making my first evaluastion at the
age of 2 weeks to 30 days old. | trim the feet o balance medial
or latera] amgralar limb deformities, man effort o even and stabilize
the growth plates. If it is not
o serious a deformity we will
often treat the hoof capsule by
using extensions, as there is
very little Foot to work with in
the first three months. 1f it is a
serions toed-in (vanus b defommicy
or extremely toed-out (valgus)
the ver may do a periosteal
elevation SLITREry. Thiz s
where the ewrly coopemtion
between the farm, the farrier
and the wvet is critical, |

never hesitate bo
ask the frm to
call im awvet when
I think the prob.
lem is too severe
tor the comection
I mighs be able to
affer. (Photo 2)
ankle
deformity  from

fromie, [Phota 3,

showing

Conbneed on Page 2
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low medial heel.

COne of the problems indealing
with deformities of the ankle
is the resulting hoof capsule
distortion, Whether 1 put the
correction on or the foal tries
to cormect on its own there
will be distortion oo the hoof
capsule. You can see from the
rhotographs of some of the
cases | worked on recently
that vou will often et o koot
that hins o lateral flare l;l:n the
cut=ice ) aned sraighter medial
[inside ) wall. The hoat capsule
of the foal in the Eentucky
climste s very soft, wet and
easily manipulated by com-
pressiomn, either weight bearing or weight shifiing as in a lateral
aor medial extension. Unfortunately, most of the correction
we are applying is creating an uneven weight bearing laterally.
(Photo 4 & 5) showing resulting hoof distortion, lateral flare of
lefr dromic.

[ 1 sew

approach the correction but only after 1 have dealt with the

a kmee deformity early 1 will begin to consider how to

ankles. [ think knee
detormities can be
dealt with as long
as 911 months
after birth, Bur if 1

think the ankles are

ok bur suspect the
knees have a ten-
dency o bow our 1

-

will comsicler a lnberal
extension  as  an
Flexible Solutions. | oo & provee
* support. Here agaim,
the reality of this
Auseralian Horse Shoe Mail company support option is a
continues o provide vou the nail resulting hoof cap-

cholces Wil nmeed. Mow available - sule distortion. We
AX-50, E-3 Slim, E-4 Slim and E-5 | are
Slim HIIII.‘\-. We l|'|.||'||n. 5'““":]““?: above -

vou'll agree char there's

trying ®o tix

offset knees- at the

expense of the hoo,
oo need 1o look
anywhere else,

[Photo &) shows a

knee deformity.

Some common problems o
ke addressed are deep flexor
contractions that result in
high heels, & mule shape to
the beoot and pressuns on the
toe area. The excess of heel
moves the heel forward,
putting more pressure on the
toe, sometimes even causing
a sepantion or toe creck. |
simply drop the heels moder-
ately and reshape the toe
area, often patting o bevel on
the toe to aid breskover
(Photo 7 & &) - Hoot with
tendons  with
tight, high heels, unsmrimmed
[Phote 9 &

10) show distortion of toe

contricted

and trimmed.

and emack as a result of the

hiph heals.

Bl matter whst decizsions vou make when working on these
E

young horses you have to realize there may be repercussions.

Most of the time VOILl are minking decizions that have orade-offs,

bt that is part of the pressure of the industry. q

STEVE NORMAM is a farrier living in Lexington, Kentucky. He
has been shoeing thoroughbred horses his entire career
and divides his time between the breeding farms and the
race tracks.
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Abave and Below:
B0 grit for first step
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Inexpensive
but Effective
Sharpening
System

h}' Scolt Kelber

| wsed to work at a packing, house sharpening, knives
for the whale first shift. 1 uwsuslly sharpened about
500-600 knives a dzy. Knife sharpening has ahways
fascinated me, 5o 1 am abways looking for and tning
different systems.

This set up imvohees going through a system using
coarse abrasives down to a fine buffing compound, 1o
produce a razor sharp edge. | got the hasic idea
from one of my fellow shoers. He glues sand paper
L a piece of leather and then uses a piece of leather
for his buffing, compound. He would use his step
wise 1o hold the pieces of leather while he stropped
the knife. 1 tried gluing the sandpaper to the leather
and found it to be a lengthy process and the ghue |
used didn't hold up. 1 then remembered that emery

cloih, which is meznl lor use on melal, comes in
strips | inch wide, and can be bought in a roll. |

QO R N E R

happened to come across the clmps at Lowes and
bought a few of them and figured | could use them
for something. Mow instead of having Lo glue strips
on leather when the emery cloth wears out, | just
have to tear off @ new pécce and put it into the
damp. The emery cath | found comes in roles of
30 fecl, and is inexpensive bo wse. | used to use a
deburring/buffing wheel but since 1 have found this
system [ havend sed my wheel at all. This process
doesnt require ary electricity and unfke 3 deburring
wheel, this process can never over heat the knife
Inlade.

MATERALS NEEDE v

* Alligator clips purchased from Lowes

* Emery paper, | inch wide, purchased at a farm
store. [ use 80 grit for the coarse and 1 20 grit
for the fine. This can be adjusted for personal
preference.

* Buffing compound wsed on a worn out piece o
120 grit. The more worn the better. A person
an aso use a piece of smoath keather 1%-2° wide
for the buffing compound, which is what the
barbers used b wse on their razors. 1 put the
sirap on a flat surface and rub the buffing
compound into it

* Picce of 1/4 inch rape approimately 3 long,
This I will staple a piece of the line emery cloth
around so | can get the hook of the knife sharp as
well. Make a loop in one end and a knot in the
other end. Pul the emery cloth around the rope
and staple the two endls | together all the way down
the rope. Then staple the emery cloth to the rope,
at the top so it will not slide on the rope.

PUT THE ODDS
IN YOUR FAVOR.

Kerckhaert Racing Plates now available.

Inelading Kings XT Frons,
, o L L ’
KT Hinds g Ourer Rim Frouss. ]
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Fine emery on rape.

PROCESS TO SHARPEN THE HOOF KMFE:

A person needs to first make sure the knile blade &5 adequately
thinned. A new knife s probably already thin, an older used
knife may need to be thinned ot pretly apgressively. Far the
thinning process [ use a & knife e, which will remove a lot of
mital :|n|:| vou can see Lhe bevel being put on the edge. [am
irying to an on a long bevel with the file, which is thinning, the
blade so the emery doth can do a fner job.  Depending on
my workload each day and how much [ am sharpening my
knife on the emery cloth, 1 will re-thin the blade about every
2-3 days with the file. This keeps the knile from developing a
thick edge. Using the round edge of the file [ also thin out
the hook of the knife.

~Get'A Hold of ...

Adhere

Working the angle of the hook.

Your strips showld hang on selid hooks.

Once the blade is thinned then 1 go to the coarse emery dioth,
| have my sirips hanging from sobid hooks on my back door of
my 1hn.'||.|n51rud Hodd the emery cloth taunl with your lelt
nand, and hold the knife with your fight hand. using light
pressure starting at the top drag the knife away from the knie
n:lgi: in a downward motion holding a consistent flat angle to
the emery cloth. Ondy light pressure & needed. Do this for

a couple of strokes until you can feel a burr edge developing
on the badside of the knife. That little burr edge is going to
e your line edge evenlualy:

Belore 1 finish my edge, | go to the rope and strop the hook a
couple of times. Slarting, at the top, find the angk: af the hook
1hr_n drag dowrmard lightly again. From the hook then | go to
the finer emery cloth 1o refine that burr edge | put on earlier.
Agam start al the top, and with real light pressure drag the knite
dowmvard 2-3 times. Remember on this sirip ywou are just irying
to thin that Eithe light burr edge vou pul on with the coarse
emery cloth. Mow I turn the knife over to the back side and
starting at the bottom of the emery cloth 1 very lightly go back up
the strip, keeping this edge flat 1o the sand paper for 2 strokes.
The next step 1 go to the buffing compound strip, start at the top
&gam, drag backwards for 2 strodees, then turn the knife over to
the flat edge. Keep this edge flat to the emery dioth, starting, at
the bottom of the emery cloth. Dragging, away from the knife
edge, go back up the emery cloth.

Perform this sequence until you can no bonger feel a bur edge
on the knife. 1t should only tzke a couple of times. You should
now have a razor cdge. ®

SooTt Kerhek s a larier feom Rhodes, 1A He can be reached by emai
al I\.Ik:mb-cl_'.ﬁ'l}ud coam |I_'.1'-u e any peestions or commenks.
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

Twoar of the major educational pragrars
in the irdustry have been schedued for
2003, These venues proside esceptional
cpportunities for farriers. vets and others
to continue pursuit of their educational
goals.

n mid-anuary the |6th annual Bluegrass
Laminitis Symposiurn will be held at the
Galt House in Lousvile, Kentucky, The
pragrarm rurs fram Thursday, |aruary
| &th thredgh Satarday, January | Bth.

This event began in the "B a5 a forum
for discussion of laminitis and trestreants
for the disease. Ceear the years it has
became a much broadar forum and con
ars i wide range of topics related to the
hioof ard the lodeer Dk This year will
be o exception. Speakers include Hilary
Oaytan from the Midcigan State equine
sperts medidne departrment, Hans
Castelins, farrentvet frarm kaly, jehn
Aytlay. famier from Alaska and Ric
Aieddan, OV, the hest and organizer of
the ewant

pair, hock jeints to handing of dfficutt
harses. This & ore of the most dverse
programs yat, with a sgnificant number
of topics dealing with everyday Biues.
For more information contact Mancy
Redden at 859-873-5294.

The 32nd annual American Farrier's
Corentian will be held in Salt Lake City
fram Febraary 26 to March [, This is an
gvent that draws members and partic-
pants fromm all parts of the wardd to a
pecgram of lectures, [e demornstrations
and the two-day forging ard shoeing
cesnpetition.  This year’s featured
speakers include Dr. Doug Butler,
George Platt, DWM, Bernard Pelletier,
and Jerry Black. OWM. firm Poor, Jim
Kaith, Bily Crethers. members of the
Asnerican Farriers Team ard the Aol 21
dub will effer a full rarge of practical
damonstrations.

The AFS Convenition is by far the largest
farmier event in the woarld, There s a
wery popular anatemy lab {to be corduct-

ed by Allie Hayes Cther evenits
gt are the sides learming center

Topics will range from foot size to heal

of intear-

* [runs

daly), auction and of course the market-
place which runs thres days and offers
corantian attendes: a chance to tes
the latast in the product side of the
iredListry.

For AFA knfo contact ihe office &
BE-233-F4 11 or wis? the wehslte a
wWw.amencmiriersong

THE NATURAL ANGLE & published
tiy prowvide yonn with mew aned usehul information abos
the industry. [t is published through & cooperative effort
ot Anstralinn Mails, Bloom Forpe, FI'D, Eerckhasert
Shoes, Vetteo and your supplier.

Acrticles in this publication are the property of
The Matura] Angle smd cannot be reprinted without
express permission. For information concerning
reprings, please contace Dan Burke, FPD, PO Box
1328, Shelbywville, KY 40048 or Email:
info@naturlangle com.

If you havve questions, comments or ideas
comcerning the amicles published in the Matural
Angle, please contact your distributor. We
v lcome your mpus. The Maminl Angle is desgned
and edited by Graphic Response, Inc. [l

Next
Issue

Shoeing the

Jumper

Fc:rgini a

Punc

Quality Products.
It's that simple.

Australlan ﬁ
Malls =
Bellcta A
BELEDTA
Blaom Forge Wi s
Taok LR
Tl
farmenproducts f'ﬁj
Kerckhasrt e
Horeashoes .

farrierproducts- jnq:




The Matural Angle

TREATING BURNS

Bums can be caused by fire, heat, sunlight, chemicals, electric-
ity or radiation. Working with horseshoes, you have probably
experienced some kind of bums and know they can be very
painful. What you might not know is that the most serious

type of burn may be the least painful.

Ard degree bums are also called [ull thickness burns because
they are deep, with damage to all layers of skin and sometimes
the tissue, bones and nerves. It is the nerve damage that causes
the loss of fecling at the center of these burns. The outer edge
of the this kind of burn may be a bad second degree bum and
be extremely paintul hecause the nerve damage hasn't
orourred.

Ind degree burns are generally the most painful as both the
tirst and second layers of skin can be damaged. Blisters are a
good indication of a 2nd degree burn, as are swelling and

intense red or blotchy areas.

Ist degree burns atfect the first layer of skin and are considered
minor burns if they are small. 1st degree burns are sull quite
painful and if they cover a large area of the body they can be
serious as well. Some redness and swelling followed by peeling
in a tew days are good indicators of minor bumms.  Proper and
quick treatment is impaortant to minimize damage, relieve pan

and promote healing. Once safely away trom the source of the
burn, treatment can begin. Improper treatment may actually
cause problems with further treatment or even cause greater
damage. 50 called "home remedies” as well as uses of some
over the counter products are responsible for making things
worse. [l

HERE ARE A FEW THINGS NOT 10 DO:

* Do MO use ice or ice water

* Do NOT use butter, grease, or oil

* Do NOT use patatoes or anything else you have in the
iridge or cupboard.

* Do MOT use creams or cinimenis

* Do NOT use aleohol-hased sprays or treatments that
contain lidocaine (even if they say for burns)

* Do NOT use home made treatments

THERE ARE A FEW THINGS TO DO

* Do seck emergency direction for all chemical, electrical or
radiation bums and serious bums before any treatment

* Do stop the buming process with the cleanest water
available. Stenile, bottled or clean tap water. Or immediately
apply a Medi-Burn dressing or hydmogel

* Do ust a stenile dressing or gel with bacteriostatic properties
like Medi-Burn o help minimize the chance of infection.

* Do use a cool, moist dressing to relieve the pain

* Do use a dressing or hydrogel that will not stick to a bum

* Do use a dressing or hydrogel that will rinse ofl with water

* Do seek medical anention
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