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Shoeing The Roping Horse

By Michael Chance, CJF

here are as many ways to shoe
roping horses a&s there are

haorees.  lach one 13 unigque,
with its own atrengths and weak-
nesdesa. A sound horss with good
conformation, in a desirable envi-
romment, would do well barefoot.
Yet this scenario 18 rare. Their rid-
ere each have their own set of pricr-
ities, akill levels, and schedules to
tactor in. Because of all these vari-
ables, each horae should be assessed
a8 a urigue mdividual.
Communication and observation
akille are essential in determining
how best to ehoe each horse 1n arder
that he may perform at his peak
within hie environment. Ior
instance, you would not put sliders
an a calf horee that chased cur dogs
and wild cows during the wesk. You

wouldn't square a toe and dub his
hind foot it he were weak in his

atop. These are all factors wou
Mgt learn through
communication with riderftrainer
and or uaing yvour obaervation akills.
You should have a good understand-

ing of the horse's job description.

The average age of the rope horses
yvou gee at the top end of the game is
15-18 years old. Many of these horses
reach the peak of their career with
existing maladies and management

of soundness is the key factor of

these horses. Thease horaes will work
temporarily, regardleas of what we
do to them, as seen in Photo 2.

The most commaon concern of cowhoys
is shoe pulling. Karvely does a horse
af aound mind and body pull a ehoe,
it the foot 18 properly balanced and
aupported. Photo 3 (same forae as
Fhata 2 after shoeing) In fact, it is
lesa  likely under normal eireum-
atances. | choose not to cheat any
horse of the advantages of proper
ahoeing because of cccasional lost
ahoes.

o

Chronic shoe pulling 13 most often
caused by bad management. such ag
turning them out in hazardous envi-
ronments, such as deep mud, fenc-
ing on the ground and so on. This is
not vour fault, unless you domt
point it out and show customers
their reles and responsibilities. The
management of the equine athlete is
a team effort.

Lameness ig a comman cause of rait
taults. Veterinariana playv a key role
and can make life lesg atresstul,
provided you're fortunate enough to
have a good relationship with the
eocd doctors in vour area. It's amazing
how a chronic shoe puller is
miraculouzly cured by a simple
hock lubrication. Call horaes, like
reiners are notoricusly hard on their
hocka. It comes with the job.

Over the wears of practice and
atudy, I've developed a picture in my
mind of a balanced and functicnal
toot. Grood basic hoot prep with a lit-
tle extra attention to details will
aalve _E@t_irnhl-?mﬁ and keep

Continued on Page 2
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horse sound under nermal circum-
atances. {(Photo 4) This 18 my
approach to what some refer to as
corrective shoeing. In general, | sim-
ply trim away the parts that do not
fit the balanced picture. | take away
all the exeeas hoof, but aveid exces-
give trimming and rasping. Your
goal should be to pressrve as much
hoof mass as possible. Trim heels to
the tallest. widest aapect of the
trimmed frog. The frog should be
aomewhat parallel to the ground.
While dressing the outside of the
hoot, keep your geals in mind.

I'it a shoe that complimentas what ia
trimmed. | aften choose a shoee based
on the heof's condition, allowing me
to uae a smaller nail, for example. |
prefer a shoe that 1s punched coarse.
This allows me to nail in the white
line, vet atill fita the outaide perime-
ter. Hoof walls will become thicker
and of better guality if we allow
them to. Hasping on the outside of
the foot serves no practical function.
Your shee fit and its placement is
what dees the work (Photo 5).

A horse ia a horse. It makes no
ditference what his job ia: dreasage,
walker, ar ropers, they need the
same trimming principles. The center
of the foot is the same regpectively.
The posterier portion of the foot
must balance the anterior regardless
of the length of toe andfor hoof
conformation (Photo 6). Enhanced
break over & very important. yet it's
only part of AP balance. Posterior
support ia the other half of the equation
and must be addressed to achieve
AF balance. Think about the pasterior
partien of the foot, the portion that
bears the welght and does the work
{Photo 7).

Proper hoof prep and shoeing of the
hind feet 12 just as

important as the
front. If not, a sore
or dyafunctional
hind can dump
extra work to the
front and set you up
to fail. In order for a
horse to stap prop-

erly. the hind foot
must slide. 1f the
feot 15 excessively

dubbed or pushed
back, 1t won't fune-
tiom proparly. On
the other hand,
excesgive toe length i
ien't necessary and b,
can cause undo

stress on the limbs. Pk

Kerckhaert Racing Plates now available .
Including Kings XT Fronts
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damewhere in the middle i where | find
worka well (Photo 8). Une quarter inch
to /8" longer than the fronts is a good
place to start. There ahould be enosugh toe
and or shee in front of the center of the
foot to allow it to stay on top of the
ground going in. The heels of the hind
ghoe must be of aufficient length to slide
on once it's under the horse. It ia some-
times necessary to eweeten or taper the
branches of a hind shoe to enable the heel
of the foot to fall while the toe stavs on top
of the ground. The opposite drivea the toe
gtraight in, therefore wou don't get the
glide you want, Anything yvou do to tacilitate
the sliding stop makea it easier on the
horse as well as the ropers ability to atep
oft {Photo 9).

Flexible Solutions.

Avsralian Horse Shoe Ml company
comnriees e provide you the rail chiolces
woril rezed. Mo availahle - AX50, Exf
Elim ars] E-3 Slim Mails. We thank

wous Il agrmee dhie thiepes rao med oo Lok
arywhere elae.

e TR
.-‘,a,l:l"' £

Mease call
(804 458-2879

or (302} 633-3767

A hind ahoe of adequate length also helps
keap them off the front shoes. The extra
langth causes the hind to plant a little saooner. A horae that apreads exces-
givaly in the atop can't stay in it. Check medialflateral hoof balanes and
make aure vour ghoe 12 peinted stralght with the frog (Photo 10). It's
eametimes necaasary to lower the medial heel and build & shoe with a littla
extra length in the medial branch (Photo 11, 12).

The more educated we are the more confidence we have. We are more able
to communicate with confidence, what we do and why we do it. Education
and experience ie the key to success but also helps vou to Enow yvour
limitatiens. MNothing 15 more frustrating than giving yvour all to a
customer with unrealistic expectations. If you learn to listen well and
observe, you can pick out the things on which you can have an impact and
alleviate complications and disappointment. Mducation gives yvou the
confidence and skill to handle this aspect of your job well and to your
advantage. n

Mickme! Clanee is er AFA certified Jowrneyman farrier from Hugo, Oklghoma. Mickoe! fas
freen ghaeing for & vears, working with many dizsciplinez. He cortinues o have a mived breed
praciice bul 5 worfking on seme of the fop rope borses in the nation.
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Gauge - Don’t Guess

You con make a very simple lemplole or gouge o use when prepping or mairkaining
wour purches. k hakes the guesswork oul of i and gives you o consislend Finish

Etort wilth a light gouge aluminum plofe. Cut il o o couple inches sguore. Using The
nails thol your punches will be Lmed bor, mork the ongles of the noil head - bath
wey=. fou con uze o bond sow or hocksow ond coretuly cul bo e irside of your
marks. Don't waomry oboul the == th ard the |=dning point « b the hwo angk=s - the
mpottark thing is o gel the angles right ond make e wour deph iz enough bo b
wour bool paird in. YWhen you hove the rough of in, foke o small, tine cut lile and

Finizh il oh

This is o very simgle bul =Hedive melhod of gouging your punches. | you are wsing
a varefy of noik, maoke lemplaes lor soch and mak hem accodingl: You con now uze
the=se s you adpsl your punches. Begulor maintenance ol the punches will give
vou larger libe ond more occurale resdlz, W
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Horseshoe Nail Manufacturing Methods

This is just a brief description of
the different processes wsed in
mamaciuring horseshoe nails, IF
you have tried different brands youw
have probabiy noticed that eack
have umigue progerties and a certain
“feal”, This is a direct resuit of the
manufacturing process, All of these
ProCesses require very clese atten
tion to the teeling, equipment and
raw makenals,

Mustad Process - Cold Forged
Rectangular wire (s drawn from
round, low carbon steel rod. The
wire is then annealed. The nail
chank and head is formed in a
Mustad swedge press.

The shank and the head are formed
thraugh a series of successive
mechanical hammer blows.

Output: 140 blanks per minute.
The blanks are turnbled in drums to
remave burrs and clean them for
the pointing machine, The Mustad
painters bevel the blanks, draw the
shank and cut the paints.

Output: 170 nails ' minute.

Mails are polished and receive rust
imhibiter coating in vibratory bowls
before packing.

Capewell Pracess -

Cold Relling

Bectargular wire is drawn from round
lowy carbion steel rod, The wire is fed
inta a Capewell relling machine.
Eight pairs of successive ralls form
the shank of the nail. Then the
Bevel is formed, the point is cut and
the head is formed. The output of
this machine is a finished nail.
Outpwi: 95 nails minute.

Mails are palished and receive rust
inhibitar coating in visratory Bowls.

Australiam Process -

Die Farrmed

178" = 6" wide strips of hat relled
deep draw, quality steel are fed con-
tinuausly inte a progressive die ool
The die is mounted on a high
CApacily press. SUCCessive steps in
the ool form the nail geameatry as
the meatal advances. Finally the mnail
is cut in its final form from the steel
STFip.

Crutput: BO nails per minute.

Mails are then heat reated o relieve
process stress. Mails are tumbled in
a Barrel to clean, polish and apply
rust inhibiter.

Mail Types

Twa basic styles, E-head and City
Gncluding regubark. E-head may lock
rvere securely as it has more Syr-
metrical angles and is easier ta
design punch. Also has more
stremgth at base of head. Bewel face
of city and regular with straighn
back makes it more difficult te get
precise punch fit. The base of shank
may also be weaker.

Mail Dimensions Key differences in
nails beside the process are dimen-
sions of heads and shanks. Each
manufacurer has their own specs
and they won't necessarily be the
same as orther manufacturers For
best fit you need ta consider the
head size as it relates 1o the punch-
ing and crease of the shoe you are
using Shank size is less crivical if
the head is secure but it should fin
close to the size of the pritcheling.

Farrier Steve Mormon nnd Troiner Bab Baffert
hrenk with trodition to provide o solid bose of
with results that

support for War Emblem
speak for themselves,

N E W 5

war Emblem &
Kerckhaert Race Plates.
Winners From Start to Finish.

Kentucky Farrier Bteve Norman shod 2002 Kentucky
Derby and Prenkness Winner Wor Emblem with
Kerckhaert racing plates. Using low toe fronts and regular

F L ASH!

toe hinds (which he side clipped). Norman has added to his
list of Derby winners and started a new list for
Kerckhaert! A mumber of other Derby entries were shod

with Kerckhaert racing plates, indicating the strang support

Sipve Norman. 0

for the shoes by top forriers and trainers Qur congratulatioms
to the winning team of War Emblem, Bob Baffert and

Look for mare details on racehorse shoeing in future issues.
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KERCEHAERT TRILIMFH

The Kerckhaeit Tivmph alminum shoes are now

availakble af wour '-:||r|'.='|:|-:-c.|l.l:I=" c=aler. Thaza @umliw Pde UCTS i
shoes have several design feahres that farriers It's thart Elmpie

hawe been ozking for. & bald foe Froré shape fits

effartkesshy. The shoe hos a sole relief feature os
well as a heel ol that allows for @ gocd Australian
deancul. The design of e thoes wil ¢ opplications Mol

in all riding horse markets, including westarn
pleasure and huniers. The Tivmph shoes ore Ballota
availoble clipped and unclipped in sizas 020

through 3 wih the dimensiors of the sock grodualed

; Bloomn Forge
proportionale ho the shos sizes. Packed in 15 T 3 E
pair boxes

Lorez |57 MIFFERS fcrrlarprc:duc:’rsm ffp

Lopez Fanier Tools hos siated shipping their rew

15" haof nipper. The qudlity finish that Joe lopez kerckhoert gﬁ?

puts in all his waork is evident fom first glance Horeshoes
tade with o high guality toc! sleel hiese nippers

. =
are tinished to provide maximum cuHing R

performance. Lock for lopez o odd hie 14° .hrrierpmdumn gmup

version as the nest slep in their expansion. These

nippers complement the oleady well oocepted
dincher and oease nail pulers ovailatle ol your
farrierproducts®” dealer
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