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WINTER IN WEST PALM

very winter the shoeing activity in

the West Palm Beach, Florida area

picks up dromatically. A recent visii
tir the anea for an FPD clinic gave us an oppor-
tunity to visit with farriers that work the area
vear ‘round as well as those that follow the
show circuit for the hunters, jumpers and dres-
sage horses. Many of the top horses in the cast

and Midwest call this ome for a few months

each winter. We visited a number of farmiers

; Wiast of e stabling B derain Fudi Rarckhoert dscusng Tiumph shoe
working in the aren, and along with Budi temporary stk willh Do Houssan arvd Seon Ol

Kerckhaert of the Kerckhoerr Horse Shoe
Company talked with them akout various

_-c|'|. hOE, <I:'!.'| s .'|I'u.| TeC I1:LL.:|I s,

We spent time both on and off the show
srovnds ar Wellington. There are @ mumber of
farriers that stay throughout the show season
and others thar come in from their home area
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farriers working on so many show horses insuch This Menetta fraiiee rig is st up for al Canfamenca bg'hl.laen RTINS
close proximity, There s a camamaderie that contingencias. and forniers.
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develops as farriers work in a setving like this
and it was interesting to see this in action.
Many furriers that work through the season
here help others with equipment, supplies and

even labor when necessary.

The work that is available in West Palm Beach

is mot unlimited despite the large numbers of

hiorses that winter in this area. Many of the e a2 ot

farriers have lived here, at least during the . - " e

season, for a number of years and have Hoof has o crock devaloping eorge Fizgerald and Dan Houssran
developed their clientele through yeurs of chscuss opfions.

dedication and attention oo the work they do. A
large mumber of farriers that tmvel in for shorter stines have cliens here that they have worked for at home for many years. The
level of show competition is very high and the expectations of the client are also. They rely heavily on the farriers to get them
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Confinved from Page 1

Yo see a lot of furries wodking i the show environment with
a varety of rigs and equipment set-ups. Most carry a full
range of power equipment, incheding drll presses and mpping
equipment, as most of the jumper clients require screw-in
stud holes to be pur in the shoes. There are different types of
shoes used but you find a majority of the shoes being put on
are presclipped fronts and hinds, The time saving features of
showes like the SX-8 and other Kerckhaert styles are critical
ton keeping up with the workload. Most horses are shod on a
4 o maximum Soweek schedules sometimes even less. A Lot
of hunters and some jumpers are getting aluminom up frone.

Yo frequently see steel or aluminum egg bar shoes,

The farriers that have been on this circoit have leamed o
rely on each other. We watched as two of the top farriers on
the circuit, George Fitzgerald and Dan Haussman, consulsed
with ome another on a quarter crack case. This is one of the
advantiges of shoeing in the show environment; you can
often get feedback and opinions on problems from some of

the top farriers in the county.

Az many of the farmiers will vell you it’s not all “fun in the
sun' shoeing the winter circuit. But those that have developed
their skills, with the horses and people, find this o be a
rewarding opportunity. 1
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West Palm
Beach

Shoeing
CI i n i c Dave Fariey, left and George Fitzgerald

The show venue has been the source ot a during a cnic break.
number of shocing styles for many years. ;
Cieorge Firzgerald spoke abour this in a
farrierproducss™ shoeing clinic he
worked with Dave Farley, They spent a '
day going over the shocing of the jumper [
—with Fitzgerald explaining the evolution
of shoe stvles on the circuit from the 60
until today. Firmgerald was focusing his
attention on the hind end during the clinic
and he brought shoes he dared for the
attendees. He started with the hand made
heel caulks on hand made and keg shoes
of the 80%, o entirely hand made shoes
of the early 700, The next phase was the
heel and jar caulk of the 70 and 0% In
the #0's a number of farriers stamed vsing
studs instead of canlks which led 1o the
current shoeing style using pre-shaped
and pre-clipped shoes like the $X-8 or DF
Kerckhaerr serics. Dinilling and capping
shoes fior a8 many as three stud holes has
replaced the heel caulks once torged by
hand.

Finashed fronc

Gearge Fitzgerald working
an hind foot.

Bur regardless of the general =sovle™ yvou
will notice that many farriers have
developed their own particular style thar
marks their work. There are a number of
farriers that have rraveled the circuir for
many years and have seen a loc of sovles,
fads and miracle cures come and go.
Whar endures is a good understanding of
whar the horse has to do for a living and
a realization that good sound hoof prep
and careful artention to the details will
keep vou in the hunt.

Ltz B Ira Green, Rudi Kerckbaert and

Crave Farley deoussing shaeing techniques B, . s niyte Fis
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We will dov an in-depth article on the
shoeing of the jumper in a future issue. N
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MAINTAINING YOUR EDGE

oy Bloom did a knif=-

sharpening orficle in a

previous issug at the
Maotural Angle. His process
irvorved the use ot a belt
sander and olher power
equipment such as the grinder
with the ek wheel. This is a
vary eheclive method bub you
may tind this is nol prodical
Using the same logic as Bloom,
you can kesp a prefy gooo
edge with some at the hand
neld shorpeners and hanes thot
are on the market. The key o
ary method is to not let fhe
cnife ecge get oway rom you,
oul rother keep it mainkained
whelher you use power or kand
equipmeant

have to establizh the tine
pevel thof was menfioned by Bloom

Yo wi

SUPER FAST

The New, 30 second
set, All-In-One Hoof
Adhesive for Farriers

Call Vettec at 800.483.8832
For mare infomation.

Left to Right: Eze Lap
Eze Lap round (model 3
sharpener, Bellota 6" and 8 files
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It may take more than a hone to do
this. If you don't have acces: o a
belt sander or other power taal wou
might use a file with a very fine cut
ord at least one round edge. The
Bellota & or 8" lile hos the hpe of
cud you need. When yvou have
eshoblished the bevel you con then
use o hone o tine lure the edge
There is a new diomond podicle
sharpener from Farierproducts“that
hos a solid shoft and the kind of
shape that works well for o hoot
knife

You should secwe the knite in o
vise if possible. This puts the knife
in a stable position and makes i
possibée o use bath hands on e
sharpener. four sharpening should
ohviays be on the too side of the
blade. Your sirokas should be even

tapere d [model 5

ard as mech as possible at
the same ongla. Work the
hook with the narrow ecges
ot wouwr haone. Some hones are
round and small ancugh fo ga
n the hook- others have a
taper thai ollows yvou fo work
n the hook orea. (Eze-lop
makes two models that have
feld up handles and a small
enough diameter io wiore. |
Keep in mind that as your
knite wears, the tickness of
the blade near the cutting
edge changes. You will ocoo-
sionoly have to come bock
wilh o tile fo reduce the thick-
ress of the areo behind the
edge. It is this long toper thaf
helps the knite work thraugh
the culfing strome easier. |t it is too
thick. wou will mest with resishance

The back at the blede showld
oheays be flot. A ouick shicke of the
hone fo knock oft any burs should

Secure knife in vise.

be the onby work on that side. I vou
try ta shorpen fram the back sids
wou may create o bevel thal makas
it difficult ko get o smocth sioke

Confinued on Bock Page
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MoRE USEFuUL PRODUCTS FROM THE FARRIER-
PRODUCTS™ GROUP

The farrierproducts™ line con-
tinues to be enhanced by the
addition of tools and other use-
tul items. Here are a few things
vou can look forward to secing
i 2002,

Kerckhaert has added the Kings
XT fronts to the racing pl.m:
line. This Turf shoe has a very
low toe grab that 15 allowed on
maost North American tracks.
The race plate line already has
low and regular toe as well as
the flush gmh of the Kings
plate.

Knife Sharpener — This 15 a dia-
mond particle sharpener that
has a solid shatt instead of the
typical hollow shatt.
Compentvely priced, this
tarrierproducts” tool has
received very positive reviews.

Saddle Horse Clincher — The
first of a group of shoeing tools
to come from FPD, the saddle
horse chincher has the good feel
of much higher priced tools, but
a price tag that 15 mid-range.
Made in the US, it 15 drop
forged from good quality tool
steel and assembled wath atten-

Watch for more products in the
future including tools from
Lopez, farnerproducts™ and
Bloom Forge. You should also
check with us in the next few
months on the Kerckhaert
Triumph riding horse shoe.

tion to the working details.

The Model K aprons are now
available in a flame-retardant
material with leather patches.
The apron 1s ]:ightcr than the
all-leather style and the belt
has snaps at the hap. It has
the same basic design, giving
good coverage in the inside
of the legs with Velero leg
SLraps. Color 15 blue with
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A SMOOTH FINISH
EVERY TIME.

Topr FiNisH FILE

THE TRADITION OF
EXCELLEMICE COMTINLUIES.

(800) 833-5085 (510) 460-0373

Suality Products.

[t's that simple.
Ausfralian g&
Mails =
Bellofa A

BELLOTA
Bloam Forgsa
fcrﬁerpn:u:lu-.':fsm ‘Fp
Kerckhasr s
Haorseshoas - BT
L
famierproducts™ group

b K Light
~ Apron

farrierproducts” Knife sharpener

gt farrierprod-
ucts Model

Kerckhaert Kings XT
Race Plate
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Confinued From Poge 4

Most of the hanes need mainfenance os
well. It moy feel like the hone has lost ifs
cutting ohility when it is mershy a build up
of dirt that is cousing fne toal 4 Fail.
Most diamond parficle hanes con be
cleaned with warm waler and soop -

e therekey extending the effective life of the

Use both hands to make even, full strokes with sharpener.

I_.._.;.. gl

Flip knife and take off any burrs from backside.

Farrier Product Distribution
PO Box 1324
Shelbyville, KY 40066

Address Service Requested

|| toal. Be sure #o use clean water and dry
| your sharpening toal very carshully.

You can do a pretty nice job of
maintaining your knifes edge with
hond fools. The power equipment 'nighl
make the job o bit quin:lcer, parlicularhy
whan you ore tying fo esfoblish the
bevel and when wou ors Irying ho gel a

palish an your blade. n
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