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SIMPLE STEPS LEAD TO
CONSISTENT CLINCHING

Two METHODS of clinching are the hammer clinch and the use of a clinching tool. Both methods have the same goal -
to provide a near, safe and effecrive clinch. In recenc vears, many farriers have come o relvy almost completely on the
clincher in their finish work, The following ideas and picoures illustrare some of che steps that can be used in this merhod.
Mo matter whar method vou use, your clinches should be of consistent lenpth and smooch when completed. Long clinches
add no strength to the joh.

Unless vou are in an old nail hole you will always gec a bic
oof hoot pushed out under che nail. It is most obvious after
yoru have blocked che nails and are getting ready to do the
clinching. If vou are careful with the smooth side of vour
rasp or finish file you can clean this up by running che file
or rasp under the mail. If you don't take care wich this
method you can leave unsightly lines between the nails,
Some believe these lines, which are ofren parallel to the
ground, create a weakness in the wall, something like cutting
glass. It is also verv difficulc to creare a “bed™ o ser the
clinch in using this mechod.

To avoid the possibilicy of weakening the wall or leaving
unsightly marks vou can use the undercut method. The
photos we have here illustrace the steps.

Srart by using the clincher to pull the nail to a 90 depree
angle tor the wall. Then cut the nail very close o the wall.
You want to leave only enough nail to be able to grab it
with vour clincher.

After cucting the nail, use the undercut to cur a scoop or
create a bed for che clinch to go in. This allows vour
clinch oo be squeered tight against the hoof wichout leaving
nail om the outer surface oo be filed off. In the end you
have more nail mass ar che bend of the clinch, providing a
much stronger clinch and a flush fir with the wall.

Continued on Page 2

1&2 Mails have been blocked.
< & & Clincher is used to pull nail to approximarely $0 degree angle from wall.

5 Mail is cur almase flush wich wall.
6 & T Undercur can be used to make “bed™ for clinch.
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When clinching, don't vank downward in a raking motion.
This can rear mare hoof below the clinch if the moton is
to strong and ar the very least leave unsighely marks. You
should be able ro squesze the clinchers with a very light
mation and bend the clinch over. This squeezing pushes the
clinch back into che bed you have creared. You mighe even
find that a slight upward motion of your tool, while
squeezing, produces a neater clinch, and job, than if you
rake downward.

There are 2 number of clinchers available. The craditional
saddle horse clincher is the most commonly wsed. There are
a couple of newer stvles on the marker including curved
jaw versions and the Lopez Stvle which has an angled head
making it easier o position vour hands o make the
squeeze to do the clinch. n

8&9 With clincher you now squesze the clinch
aover - don't use raking motion.

10 Finished job with clinches lightly filed and
sand blocked.

11 & 12 If vou use a file or rasp o clean under
clinches work carefully to avoid leaving line
or other marks on wall.

14 & 15 Clinching with this Lopez Style clincher vou
only need to squeeze to finish clinch- not rake
or pull them down at an angle.

PUT THE ODDS
IN YOUR FAVOR.

9" Crease Nail Puller  Soddle Horse Clincher

Kerckhaert Racing Plates now available. Lopez Style Clincher
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MAXIMIZING YOUR
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

he significant increases in enengy

costs in the past year, including

propane, gascline and nstural gas
have caused many of us to look for ways o
reduce our consumpgion. There are many
tips that we com apply that can result in
lower comsumption. The challenge, like
always, is disciplming ouselves to adhere o
the tips. We have o namber of ideas relaved
tex pour wehicle operntion as well as somae

for gas forges.

Mist Barriers enad up racking up significant
riumbers of miles while carrying a load that
is well beyond that of most commuters. [t
may be useful to start with some idea of
what your fuel costs are. Then when you
crmsider some of the tips that are known o
comserve fuel you cam gee a betber sense of
how much money vou could save,

Fe'll make some assumptions o give you a

formuls b wordk with. Yo can use the same

SUPER FAST

The New, 30 second
set, All-In-One Hoof
Adhesive for Farriers

Call Vettec ot 800.483.8832
For more infomation.
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25,000

Annual mileage oo

# miles per gallon SR L.
= gallons of fuel ... BEEAT
x Cost of fuel {per gallon)........... 5150

= Toviml armmunl cost of fuel 62, 500000

It wdd= LI b be a significant cost, one that
iz important to know in order to understand
o of the costs of shoeing horses. Divide
the anmual cost of fuel by the number of
homses you work omim s pesar and you will
bepin to e how critical it i oo break: down
your shoeing costs considering all the
varinkles. And remember that fuel costs are

l\.'\:'al'\:\.' CHOE O VLT ".'I.'II!.il\.' Il\."' CORLS,

Mo that you know your cost you ane fuced
wrth the ._-'I-..|'||._-|-.i.-3_- o n.'_:llh.'il'||: it, TaLsing
prices to cover it or both. You may be able
tor Fimed i Less expensive source for fuel bas
thit= iz too often out of your control. Think
abcar some of the tollowing dps that may
help vou reduce consumption. Many are

likely to be something you've heard befone

bt there is o doukt thas these ane proven
methods to reduce comsumption. So the
challenge for you may be just o force your-

self to follow them.

DriviNG HARITS

Aot lengthy warmi-up sime, bt drive
away gently until the engine has reached its
rirmal opersting temperature,

Dion't start and stop engine mone than nec-
essary- idling for one minoe reportedly
crmsumes the gas amount equivalens w

when you start your enginee.
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my by 10-20%

Cirive smioothly- quick accelemtion cuts
divam om fuel economy. A Lok of slowing
divan and speeding up also consumes more
fuel. Build speed before you get oo hills

rather than waiting to accelermbe.

I..I:-l\.'" |||: PORIT crase |.'-'|.1.|r.'-| [ b] .I"'\.'" ik I:III\.'I.

=AVEer an II'L1.1: rri]'\-p.

This cme'’s tough, but travelimg ae 35mph
gives you mose than 20%: better mileage
tham rumning at 65-70.

Riuggh roads, pasticularly gravel or dist can
decresse efficiency by 30%

VEHICLE [SSUES

A mamual transmission will perform more
efficiently than an auomatic provided you
don't un in lower gears ak high speeds,

Make sune vehicle is med regulasly -with
bath gas and diesel engines make sure fuel
and air filters are changed on a negular

b=,

Tire pressure is critical. Always rum at
misimmm pressure. CH road o sooaw tresd
will decresse efficiency- the deeper the
tread the les efficient the tre- and madials
typically get the best milesge. A tire with a
larper radius can be an ns=er. Tire balanice
and front end alignment should be checked

repulary

Make sure you haove o proper fit on your
fuel cap - gas can evaponate gquickly in haot

IEMIPETLILINeES, sometimes as much as 5

aullons a monih!
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MaxmnziNg ConTiwuen From Pace 3

Bay psoline ar the conlest time of day- this s when it is

demsest.
YOUR RIG

Very tall caps or bodies will increase wind resistance - try o
tacior this in your decision when '|'-||.'.rir.rq_' either. OF course
vour need to control the weight of the rig so fiberglass or

alumimum will pemerally be better than steel

Dhevelop a good inventory system so you are not carrying
unnecessary supplies. Putting up some shelving in your shop
or garage, to stock from, can keep you from rying o put it
all in the truck. The organiztion will also help you when
your ane doing your crderimg.

Cier i the habit of clesming ot your rig from time eo time
to avoid the acoumulstion of old shoes, unnecessary stock,

[ i

Dresign your shelving and work area vo be as light as

possible while still getiing the stremgth you need.

SAVING PROPANE

Bob Shantz of Spanish Lake Blacksmith shop offers some

helpful hins on propane use and safery. Propane costs

climbed this past year .il-\.'i1'||: with gas, disese| amid other

emergy sources. While there has been some recent decline
in prices energy conservation always makes good business

SETISE.

Check every connection and eliminaie leaks.

Eeep your hoses and tanks in good condition.

Adver your forge has been burming for about 5 minuwtes
your can reduce consumption by slightly closing the valve
at the foree. Maintain the manufacturers recommended
pperating pressure, just restrict the volume that enters the
burmers by adjusting the on-off valwve, As you close the
valve Wi will find a "sweet 1]'\-.'-r" where the forping heat

is mamntained with less fuel COTISIMmIPL .

Addjust the fuel regulator to the size of sveel and the heat
your need. When working on smaller sizes of steel Lower
the pressure, when welding or working on heavy steel

incremsse the presune just enough o ger the job done.

When working a pair of shoes and you are near complecion,
shust the burmers completely off with one shoe remaining
in the heating chamber. The residual heat will keep the
shoe ready to forge for several minutes. If you have o door
keep it closed when not taking a shoe in or our, Just be
sure your pressute is balanced to allow for less air coming
i

Mever leave the forging area while the forge is unning.
Mlamy times you get distrescted and the forge continues o
burm - waasting fuel and possibly becoming a safety threat.
When buying propane look for a source thae charges by
violume - not by the tank. If you are paying for

fuel an a flag fee tank basis you should always have a secemd
tank and make sure you un esch sank empry before filling.
Don't owerfill! m

1. Inflate tires to maximom pressure. £. Under inflated tires cause more fuel
consumption. ¥ Steel cap is heavier than aluminum or fiberglass but noee this one
is not extending high above cab. 4. This cap is above cab but has special design o
help eliminate wind resistance. 3. Make sune your valves and hoses are not leaking
- the valve at forse can also be wed to control flow. 6. Bun at recommended FTessInes
and always wse a regulator. 7o A door can be helpful to hold heat in chamber
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CutTING Risks CAN IMPROVE CASH FLow

Every business has io consider
policies regarding credit soles or
foreocfions. As a business, o harisr
taces thase same issues

Through the yeors, we've heord
many complaints about collection
problems. There are a rumber of
ways lo address the problems

You may decide fhat you will only
accept work thal will poy vou cash
at the fime fhe services are per
tormed. This is probably the sofest
policy ond certginly offers e best
cosh flow resulls. But this is often not
practicod. You may work for sioibles
ar riding centers that require you o
gill e owners. This is when wour
credil palicies become impariant

f vou ore comboriable with o biling
pariod for your cuslomers you neac
fo be sure vou are clear with your
policies and expedialions. Cherwise
a billing that is fo be paid in 10
doys siredches to 30 or 306 &0
and you are faced with poor cash
fowe. IF yau ore gaing to eshablish

open oooounts you resd o be cleor
and hirm. Don't conlinue with apen
accourds that are hobilualy overdue

A tew toariers have eskablished mer-
chant cocounls wilh Banks in arder
lo be able fo acceot credit card pay-
menls. This can provide o very sure
way jo coflect for the work you are
doing and the percentage the bank
takes is something thot can be bwilt
indz wour pricirg

Check with vour local bank to see i
they have a program for you

The Americon Fomiers Association
nowe hos a program in place bor its
members thrawgh the Fikh Third
Bank. This may be just the member-
ship benefit you hove been loking
tar. You can coll the AFA for more
info: BSS-233-741 1

The odvantoges ot accepting
credit cords ore; @. Payment is
received almast instanth:. .
There is almost na risk it you have
the necessory information. €.
Cosh flow is enhonced by receiv
ing your funds quickly  d. Some
ot wour clisnts may put alf work i
thery don't have cash bt it they
can use their credif card fhey
may go aheod with it

8. It iz viewsd as onalher cus
lomer service that vou provide,
anhancing your image as a pror
fessiono

A SMOOTH FINISH
EvERY TIME.

Torp FINIsSH FILE

THE TRADITION OF
EXCELLEMCE OONTIMNUES,
(800) 833-5085 (510) 460-0373
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Five Days of
Horseshoeing in Lexington

The 2007 Americon Famier's Assocition Comvention will feafuee § doys of
slid shoging confent. This Comvention, hosted by the Blegmss Horseshoars
Mssociation, is Hlled with shoeing demensirations ond supplemented with
shoeing leches. Any forries, vet or horseowmer inferested i impeoing their
skils ond knowledge of the trade should make phons to offend Monh 5-9,
002

The Convention begins with fwo doys of compefifion of fhe Kentucky Horse
Park. The competifion incldes a number of indwidual farging duosses en
March Sth with the twe-man Droft shoe doss end the e shoging running on
Maorch ath. The progrom will be occompanied by *ploy by ploy” defoiks ond
tlose up widen shofs fo enhonce the experience. The contest & on excding
part of the convention end drows famiers fom throughaut Norh Americo os
well 05 counbries oversaos.

The feature demonsirafions ond bechres begin on Thursdoy, Morch 7 ond will
fake ploce of the Lexmgbom Center in downtown Lexmgon. Adjocent to fwo
major hotels, the Hyatt Regency ond the Rodisan, the Lengton Cenber is o
preat venue for the lecures. Seating for over 1,200 with everything projected
ot @ boege screen (15'x20°) guomntees fhere & not o bod seat in the
house. The wse of spediol wideo equipment for the live demonstmhions and
lectures mode Lexington “99 one of fhe best convenfions ever. Combining the

some technalogy with o sold fomer based pogram gives everyane remson b

Farrier Product Distribution
PO Box 1328
Shelbyville, KY 40066

Address Service Bequested

hefieve that Lexington 2002 will be even more successhdl. These will be live
shoeng demensirations by members of the Americon Farrier's Teom end
Cerfification Comenifes on doy one ond fwo. There wil be shosing
demanshafions by ofber members of the Associafion during the three day
program, including Bob Porks end Dove Horsey. There will akso be o deman-
strafion on fomier fool maintenonce by Roy Bloom, on enahomy lechre by one
ot the ountry’s beading fmer edecofors, Mich Toylor, and o procicol busi
ness |echure by Tom Pomis, 0 Md. fomier wha has o successhul mulfihorries
busness. A specinl guest for s year's Comvention & Tracy Tumer, o veberinar-
an with o fomier background from the Univessity of Minnesata, who

hs o specinl perspective ond o tremendous delvery. You won't be bored by
any of these great progeom segments.

The Marketploce fokes the spoflight on Wednesdoy and Thursday evening ond
Fridey oftemoon. Oeganized by the Fomer Indusiry Assodifion, the
Morketploce is the horgest gothering of fomer manfocuress ond suppliess
amywhere. In oddiion o oll the live demos in the main hall, these ore ofher
educcfional venues indudng dssection lobs ond o video learring cenéer os
well 05 membership end committee meefings. Othes specid features of the
Comvention include o ouction thot confoins numesous hand mode crnamentol
mieces and other speciol works of o, ond the benquet end awonds ceremeny
on the final night..

The Convention packets wil be redy in the near hoiwe. For detals on ol
mspects of fhe AR Convenfion confoct the AFA office of 85%-233-7411 or
emod them of ifo@emencnfomiers.o. n
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