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Shaping for Symmetry

BY DAVE FARLEY

Oine of the constant struggles
in '|.|'IL:II.".I'I!: horses is the effort
o establish and maintain
good hoof :-.E'."l]fn.'. It 83 not
umusuzl to have a horse
come to you thar has been fir
to the perimeter, a method
many of us used to think
was good horseshoeing. But
as time goes on we often find
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that we have problems when
we shoe using this principle.
You will often see a long toe
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hioof that has flares and
dishes will often have flatcer
soles and uneven growth
patierns. Tou can see this in
the fLEE 00 the ourside of
the hoof. A well-balanced
hoof has a good blood flow
and wall EIOW IMOEE |_--..-|_-|'|'|_.._
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If vou don't change this
shape problem you will also
have more difficulcy
shaping shoes and geting a
good strong nadl patcern.
There are a few ideas that
use when determining h
o trim and fir, especially
when faced with first ime
jobs, YVolume 1, Issue 1 |lf'|.'.£

Mamral Angle contained
same of these basic ideas. In
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this article [ will be repeating
many of the same ideas
found there. I swart with a
couple thoughts in mind.

a. front feer should be more
symmetrical than hind feer
b. hind feet have straighter
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o hoof wall thickness should
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The photos in this aricle
show feet thar have been
perumeter b, resuling inan
imbalance from my perspec-
mve. | ory to tim and shape
the foot so that the freshly
rrummied frog is in the center
of the hoof capsule. This 15 a
goal bur reme

vou can't always do
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shoeing. This often means
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to be removed. | gene .'||.._'.
start this with the foot up on
the stand and rough i in
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|.|'||~\._,:_|'.q.h me 1 good view of
the shape of  the cor onary,
which s also a Very gooed
puide for what the hoof
shape should be.

With the foot in trimming
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a guide for me when [ take
the foot forward agamn and
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You have to use some
descretion in taking flares
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zo much that the wall wrill be
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difficuley getong strong
nails in place. Even in the toe
area you should use caution.
It'z better wo set the shoe
back than to take all the
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rimming this way. You will
find your work !-l\.l.[l-'.! easiet
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very nicely. It 15 apparent
that Kerckhaert has puta lot
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shapes of their shoes to
match whar the shape of 2
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THE TOOL CORNER

(lipping Methods

BY ROY BLOOM

olume 3, lssue | of
The Matural Angle
feamred a story on

clipping shoes using the edge

of the amvil. [n the step by step
discussion in that article we
uwsed a clipping hamimer, which
is similar to a ball pein. In this
article, the photos show the
clipping process with the
clipping, rmunding and cross
pein hammers as well as a han
dled kol punch. As you can
see from the photes, the three
hamimers are used inan identical
manmner. 1 he starting of the
bubble using the bob punch is
different but the drawing of
the clip is the same. The point
of this article is o illustrate
the fuct that the clips you end
up with can be very similar-
making it a matter of persomal
preference as to which tocl

youu use to start vour clips.

The hammers all require
goed control to produce a
comsistent bubble. The baob
punch is somewhat easier to
comtrol but you have to e
cautious not to drive the
punch too deep as vou may
pierce the shoe. The bukkle s
nevt always ns easy to draw bus
with practice it can provide a
very consistent clip and may
help wvoid distortion bo your
crease and niil holes if your
hammer comtral is not just
right in the bubble step.

Mo matter how youw stari
the bubble you need good
hammer contral when you ane
drwwing the clips. Also keep in
mind if you don't use the edpes
af your himmier or anvil you
will end up with clips that

Lok like toe caps. Il

What's New at
Kerckhaert?

aveailable in sizes 0-5 VLECHHACET
[ ==

(8001 468-2879 or (502)
633-5767 } B, L
Visit our website at; . p L
www. farrierproducts.com LaBEILE TRADUET

(BOO) B33-5085 (510) 4600373
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EsTABLISHING A SoLiD BonD IN THE FARRIER INDUSTRY

In 1993 Vetree discovered thart
one of our adhesive products
could be vrilized in the equine
field a5 a hoof repair macerial. As
this was a new market for Vettec,
we attended the AFA convention
in Kentucky to determine the
need for a urethane hoof repair
material. Meedless to say, Equi-
Thane hoeof repair material was a
apccesstul beginning chat blos-
somed ineo a full line of urethane
hoof care products.

The urcthane technology of
Equi-Thane offered the farder a
material that more closely resem-
bled natural hoof, compared to
the dental acrylics thar were cur-
rently offered. Urethane also
offered the farrier a non toxic and

odor free alternative oo the mate-
rials that were available. The pos-
itive response in kentucky con-
vinced us that our products would
have an excellent fit in the farrier
imdustry.

Extensive travel to clinics and
contests enabled us o personally
meet the farrier industry ensuring
that the product solved their
prohlems and met their needs.
We soon found out how resource-
ful and imaginative the farriers
were, Equi-Thane was now being
used for much more than simple
hsof wall repair. Heel build-ups,
toe extensions | foal extensions,
and gluing on shoes all became
the norm.

Vertec's philosophy is to work

closely with farriers to foster new
product development. An excel-
lent example was the introduc-
ticn of the Equi-Pak produce.
Originally desipned o be a quick
set filler under pads, we @oon Jis-
cowvered farriers were using Equi-
Pak withour pads! Using Equi-
Pak withour pads enabled farriers
to fill to ground level, providing
cushion and support over the
entire ground surface. The resules
on laminitic cases were profound,
ultimately leading to the develop-
ment of Equi-Build, a firmer
material.

YWettec's network of dealers has
been an invaluable ally in intro-
ducing the farrier industry to our
product line. Not sicting still, we
are currently working on several
new innovative products designed
to make the job of shoving horses
a more efficient and profitable
venture, We welcome and appre-
clate your suggestions and will
continue o provide you with
quality products in the future,

THE NATURAL
ANGLE & pubdished

tor prowide the farrier with
new and isefu] information
about the indusery. [k is
published through & cooper-
ative effort of Bellow Tools,
Bloom Forpe, FPL,
Eerckhnert Shoes, Vitnec,
and your FPCY dealer.
Articles in this publica-
tiom ane the property of The

Next Issue

SOLE PROTECTION

HOT FITTING AN ADVANTAGES
CUSTOMER RELATIOMNS

Mwtumal Anple and conmioe
be reprinted without express
permission. For indommation
concerning reprints, plesse
comnmct Dom Burke, FPDY,
PO Box 1328, Shelbylle,

KY 40088 or Email: fpdmail@aol.com.

If you have questions, comments or ideas con-

ceming the articles published in the Manmal Angle,

please contct your disirnibuton, We welcome your
input. The Matural Angle & designed and ediced by
Giraphic Responsz, lnc. [l

It's all about Choices.

A consistent quakiy mail adds up moa
mxire pratitable borom line for vour
baasiness. Call eoday bor a free sample

we think vou’ll agree.

Pleasc call A
(SO0 468-2579 I
or (502) 633-5767
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NEwW PrODUCTS

Brass Rule

FI'D} has recently started handling the
dustribution of the HammerHead brand
birass male. The twa plece male i marked in
inches on one side and metnc on the other.
You no longer have to worry abowt burning,
your marks using this tool. Tosal lengith 24
inches (ilem).

m Horse's Foot

An exciting new computer C0, publshed by

Lifelezrm, Inc., 1= mow an the market. Thes
[ has a tremendowes amount of

anatomy and ather infor- 3 " |
| &j

oy 2
=

mazsen related to the horse's
Llower hmb and the hoat.
This = a must for anyone

taking cermfication tests or
interested 10 expanding their
knowledge of the lower lmb.

Farrier Product Distribution
O B 1328
Shelbyville, KY 40066
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practice ard bommer conbol. The meathcd
uze bor the hammears, warking from the

end ot the omdl, gives me a nicely balorced
posnon wsTens | con get good oonmod ot my
hammer and the ongs. 2. The goal i

Equi-Pak”

The saft and supportive instont [.-:Id
rateriod (clear). T B
of combort 0 soae-fo

(ol Vettec at
B00.483.8832
For more infomation.
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