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hoe Fit Beyond the Perimeter

THE LAST E5UE of the Matural
Angle addressed some of the
fundimenitals of good hoof prep.
The ideas are not just ome of the
hawsic aspects of certification
testing. The reality in woday's
hiorse world is thas the Erriees
that give special attention to
the trim and finish are Grriess
that are keeping horses scundd
amicd customeers happy, This abways
pays off when it comes fime to
write the bills and collect for
the work. The quality of shoes
available in today's madket hos
given many farriers sdditiomal
timie to spend on their hoof
Frep-

Compamies like Kerckhaert
are making shioes thar haee
good shapes, nail placement
and require mimimial work B
finish. The pictures in this
article will give you some
indication of the fit that many
farriers are argeting in their
everyday work. In comparison,
the perimeter fit requined in the
AFA certification test deals
mure with the mechanics of
shaping and applying @ set of
chjective standards. [t is not
recommended as the way
fit all your shoes. Bug if you can
muzet the standard, your abilivy
ten fit s yrou feel s most benedicial
to the particular horse you are
.<|'||'||.'il.'l.i-:, iz faicky sy to do. [n

r|w kst Tany GEreers

struggled to fit factory shoes to
give the expansion and supporn
they felt was needed. This was
ditfecult because of the tendency
o o forged shoe manufucturers
o miake a tapered branch- often
ending up with a relatively
narrow heel. 1t was almoss
impossihle o fit the shoe full ai
the heel quarters and still have
good b bearing om the shoe.
You will notice wday that the
Ferckhaen showes, mo matter
what the style, have an even
width all the way to the heel
cut. This albows the shoe to be
fit full, sootched or boxed, and
still carry the hoof load.

For many shoers, the goal is
tor fit thee shoe o the coronary
hand, nos the perimeter of the
wall. A pertect wall perimeter

I1'a.'||‘|.'|:!||.'|.‘| Lin, r|'u:- COraruary i r|'u:-

1,2 Typical foot thai bas gone fao long
between sheaings, not woll over shee
ond leag Fae.

1 Shoe bos norrow beek, moking it
diFfioslt o it far growth ar exponsion,

4 Try to bt shoe 1o masch coranary
band shape, bax or bevel edges o

minimiz# risk.

ultimate goal. Bug most of the
time you dion't see the perfect
mastch and you have o fit your
shioes nocordingly. One aspect of
vonur fit will be to make sure the
frogg s in the center of the shoe
when you measure from side to
sichz. This is one of the easies
guiides to shoe position from the
medinl-lateral perspective. You
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Shoe Fit
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mavy fit one side full and the

other snug to get this balamce. IF

v wre concernved with the
fullness of amy sren wse o bele
sander or grinder and taper the
shoe from the wall oo the
ground surface. 1f you are
heating the shise o fit you can
also hammier finish some of the
bevel you are looking for

Unider-mum heels on the
fromt and hind present the
mest common challenge. The
trim wonlld bse your At step bag
im fisting the shoes your first
effort to correct this sinetion
might be to widen the branches,
bowing them to lessen the
chamee of them being stepped
off. Ab the same time you will
probably extend the heels 5o
give better support. This
condition sometimes has to be
ackiressed with maore than st a
little extra expansion and lengh
and yiou could consider the ega
bar shioe. Bt ehis arvicle is
mainly concermed with dhe fic
of open shoes. Another

58,78 This shovs fi 40 baeden foe ond
Espansion 19 inside thet is baned off. Shae wes
eererad i frog.

9 Right Hind, itk goce bength end plery of
roam an aekida fr axposian.

10 Left Hind, booead 2wan more on imside 4
pvoid shios bieing feppad sa. Both left ord right
Firwa bien st back: to ollow eosier braokover,

11 This angle gives yow a good lack of bevel of
branches thit mesch ep 12 e heof wall engle.

COMMON CCCUITence is fo see
toes that are long and pointed.
This is often just a resuli of oo
muxch time between shoempgs. But
it can be aresule of comtimuing to
perimeter fit shows- amd using
shees thie have too much point
in the toe. Farrters today are
having good success using shoes
that have a nicely rounded toe

for the fronts- sometimes even

RELIABILITY AND
PERFORMANCE

Exceeding

Blrom Forge ( Breckennicge Teols
the crdinary

(BOO) 468-287S (50X B33-537E7

making them bolder thom thee
pre=shaped front shoes. Omn the
hind end a boxed toe- not
necessanily squared, s working
well for many horses. Any time
yiru see an expanded white line
at the toe- and especially if you
see discolomstion or bouising-
yiou cam feel secune i fitting the
toe browder omd even backing it
up. The expansion, discolomson
and bruising are all o resule of
stress, inalicating breakover isa
problem.

Don't expect the changes
youl make in shoe shape to
correct imbalance, poor hoot
shape or wall condition in the
first shosing. You nsed o make
sure your owner understands
the proklems didn't develop
rvrermighit and you can't comect
them that quickly either. Goas
for n= i= remsonable inoworking
e the goal of matching
the hoot shape wo the coronary
band. Evaluate the shoes you
are wsing to be sure they are
punched well enough for you o
fit fuller. Check also so see that
the branches have enough

miaterial to allow you o box or

taper the web to minimize the
chamces of the shoe being
pulled. If the heels are ton
marrow yoa will fmd it measly
impossible to change your fit to
improve the under-mum or
crushied heels.
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Equipping Your
Rig to Help with
Eficiency

There are as many ways
to set up a shocing rig as
there are farriers. The goal is
to make certain char the rig is
equipped and secup for max-
imum efficiency. Very few of
your clients will pay you for
time and encrgy wasted.

Setting up a ng shouldn't
be complicated. It is much
betrer vo keep everything
simple and casy to organize-
from the work area oo the
storage of your supplies.
There are many different
tvpes of rigs from the more
specific farnier bodies like
the Monetta Farrier Specialucs
and Stone Well Bodics to

generic caps. Mo marter what
vou choose, do all you can
do to set it up for maximum
efficiency. Keep it neat and
organized-after all your
clients see your rig as an
indication of your amention
o dexail.

The cost of buying a
body and outfitting it is an
investment in vour business
and yvour image. Going cheap
does not always make good
ceonomic sense, The body is
a long-term investment and
should serve vou well for
quite a few vears.

There are a lot of creative
ideas out there and you

{

shouldn't hesitate oo use
them. In addition to the
forge and anvil don't under-
estimate the value of having a
belr sander and drill press on

up o the daily rigors af your
work.

Crur thanks to Monema
Farricr Specialties of South
Carolina and Svone Well

What’s New at
Kerckhaert?

The New
SX-8
Straight
Bar

available m sizes 0-3

(800) 468-2879 or (502)
b33-5767

Visit our website at: sy
www.farrierproducts.com

Bodies and Equipment of
New York for the phoros
used in this artcle.

vour rig. You need to be sure
vou buy power equipment
that is durable and will stand

FARPRIER PRODUCT
OIS TEIBUTI QN
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1 The back eed of this g s sat vp 52
fourt o forging meso is free of

any cufer ond $zols ore dose af hand.
2 This is anathar Manatia bedy with o
swingzut arm for fhe forge.

3 From the sida of fhis rig you have
aecass i {kt to sght) o pod

oetter, 0 manuol fopper ond o
coankintion bal sondar/qender. The
soids are stored ahove e armn.

4 Tha stoz mdk stould b sy fo gef o osd give you enaugh holders
separme the differast shes ond sizes of shoss

% Tha stos mdk & even mise critical if you use o fopper or cop instend
af o fel bady. You bovs fo make it assy fo gat fo fhe shoas

& fow con naver howa toa meny stomge bins. Thasa protect your nails od
afber miscelliness shaeing ams.

T This rig has all the geod stuff. Dal passes, qrinde, visz, bak
sonder and bandsaws. 8l lined up to alow for efficent ness.

& Shida outs con help maks the oo to the power equipment medh
Ak

7 Whils welers ora nat dwioys neaded thess days, stemge of one ke
fhis con corserve on floor spote. Hodics the resk in the uppsr right hoed
comer fon powar oS, efc.

10 This fell sideroet JEES 5 & E‘ﬂrm _
dzck was mode by o ‘ "i!%? e
fmier in Canodn. The ' i

deck comies ol bis . i
muojer aguipment m?
ha has full sooes
fuzugh e sides: of his
rig o miscelimenes
supples.

IT Kpagz it smpls bt pet in the aguipment that saves you tme osd mokes
¥OU Mansy.

Classic:

The tradition of excellence continues.
(800) B33-5085 (510) 4600373




The MNatural Angle

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE STRONG ECONOMY

The strong economy that the LIS and

other parts of the world have been
experiencing has had a positive
impact on the equine world as well
The recreational use of the horse has
increased in intensity, it not. There
hiave been nio recent fApures on horse
population but throughout the LIS

and Canada miany areas report higher

usage and participation in shows,

W hat does this mean tor the
farrier industry? A we all know,
the recreational nature of mioss:
hiorse use is affected by the disposable
income of the owner. Most owners
vt b bake good care of their hiorses,
it just pets r\-.'-l.||:|1. if the imcomie is niot
availakle. The economy has developed
tiv i porint thiat mest cavmiers are comforsble
making good hoof-care decisions.
This is the best opportunity you have
hiad im many years to develop good
hakits and programs with your
Customers,

Srart by developing a firm
scheduling program. Educate your
cwmers to the benefits of regularly
scheduled maintenance. You might
evieni add an additional charpe for
work that iz not on o schedule. {Or

v can iy the reverse, setting the
pricee at the higher level and discounz-
ing it if they agree to the scheduling)

Set shoeing prices based on one
fee- whether you reset or u=e new
shaoses, This means you com make the
decision to reset based on the
condition of the shses, not on the
custonmeers willimpgness vo pay. Make
sure your customer understands the
benefits of wing new thoes instead of
trying to get "one
maore reset” out of
shives that are
waorn in the toes
or have sloppy nail
hicslizs.

Establiskh
firm payment
policies amd make
sure youur clients
tollow them. If
yoMl can b el
them to adhere to
gooed payrment
policies while the
gConomy is strong
imapine whnt it
are going to be up

against when

BELLOTA FIN

" HEW

BeLLOTA EXCELLENCE CONTINUES

WerTERN Sannoiery, Ik
PHOSE: (S10) 860-0373 (300 B13.5045

timies are not so good,

This s the time to establish
o] hiakits and ser profitble prices.
And don't forget to invest some of
your earnings- for the long term
retirement aspect as well as for savings
ter draw om when the economy may
nat be so pood for the horse world
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THE NATURAL
ANGLE = published

tiv prowide the farrier with
niew andd isehl information
about the indusery. [k is
published through a cooper-
ative effort of Bellot Tools,
Bloom Forpe, FRDL,
Eerckhnert Shoas, Virnee,
and your FPDY deealer.
Articles in this publics-
ticm ane the property of The
Mlwtural Anple amd canmiot
ke reprinted without express
permission. For infommation
concerning reprints, plesse
conmect Do Burke, FPL,
PO Box 1328, Shelbylle,

Next Issue

SHAPING [AMND RESHAPING)

THE FOOT

CLPPING METHODS

MNAIL HOLES

EY 40068 or Email: fpdmail@aol.com.

If you have questions, comments or ideas
concerning the articles published in the Matumal
Aingle, plesse contact your distributor. We waeleome
your input. The Matural Angle is designed and
edited by Graphic Response, Inc. [l

It’s all about Choices.

A consispent qualiny narl adds up o a
mire priditable boctom line tar your
busines. Call today for a free sample
we think viur'll agree.

Mease call
(B 4p8-2879
of (502} 633-3767




The Natural Angle

NEW PRODUCTS

EC]Lli Pak™

| oy

SX-T AND 8X-8 STRAIGHT BAR

You can now buy the farrierprod=
wets™ clipped shaoes oo strvight bar
Thee SX-T 15 available inosizes 003 and
the SX-8 is available in sizes 0-5. This

Limve v abfers alomost every seyle the

market needs- epp bar, heart bar and
atratpekst b

The soft and supportive instant pad
moteriol {clear). To prevent sore feet

Brosmd FORGE STRAIGHT PEIN Hatural Angle

Bloom: Forge is now making 2 Website or comfort a sore-footed horse.
stmaight pein hamumer in 1-3/4 The MA website received

.-||:|.-.I| Zlb '.'.-.i.:||1'.-. T!'u;.- hamaner .':-_!:1.1|:I:f-.|'.'¢.:‘:'|.|.nl *:u.u.-nlrh'. IZ[I" Vettec at

is drop fonged, providing a very -heck our the new indo, P T
durable teol. feanunes and design at 800.483.8832

HW.DJIHIELIDHIE.L‘DN fﬂr Mare infumuhun
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