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Defining the
Equine Heel

BY EMIL CARRE

efiming the equine heel

is not as easy s one

would think. We huve
all had clienss tell us they would
like to see their homse with more
heel. "Stand him up 50 he can
bresk over” has become the

14

|rrimmied off)
Wedgs if required to align coffin joint axis

miantra of the Western Seock
horse crowd. But whit s it they
really need, or want! [ believe a
balanced horse is a comfortable
horse and will perform at his
peak level. That s all we can
wske of b,

For years we have focused

our attention on applisnices
{shives, padds, ete.) to much am
extent that we have, in many
cases, forgotten that our real
mask 15 the balance of the equine
digtr, orthopedics if you like.
The unbalanced foor, with the
best appliance man can astach
wo i, iz still an unbalamced foot
and will lead to pocr perfor-
miance and even limeness, The
abject of famiery then is trim-
mitng and shoemg to achieve
proper loading and weight
kearing throuph the strucmural
miembers of the horse. Balance
therefore must be when weight
iz transterred evenly through
the center of thi bones, joints
and hioof capsulie.

What iz weight? Accord-

ingr to Webster, it iz "the force
with which a body iz sttracted
voward the earth by gravies-
rion." Phosics then i that
thing we all hwre to deal with
when we work v balance o
foot in prepanstion for shoeing,
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Det

ining

A LY FRE
It we overlook the laws of na-
ture {physics and gravicy ], we
are doomed o Eailure.

A hood capsule is our of
halance when the pravitationial
forces or weight is noz cen-
tered within the hoof capsule.
Sometimes the forces of

weight may not even be lo-
cated in the hoof capsule
(phota § & 1AL You will niote
that this hirse suffers from
candal rotation as well as o
badly misaligned coffin joint
axis. Weipht bearing in chis
caze iz fulling ca the back o
the hioot capsule. As you can
imagpine, thiz former Wiarld
Champicn Mare s extremely
lame and will have a hard time
stying =ound enouph oo bear
the weight of o foal.

Wihere shiould we begin |
believe that the heel can only
ke defined by vertical depth,
ie. the distance from the distal
border of the coronary band o
the proximal border of the hood
wall { Sanvaldi, Cal Paly,
Pomemin). This, in combinmtion
with what has become known
az the bridpe { Buzzwords &
Brainstorms to Decode Duck-
ott'zs Dor, Hooleare & Lomie-
ness), helps establish the proper
hieal length (zee LA). The
bridge i= a point abour 1)2- 374
imches behind the apex of a
trimmied frog. [t dioess ot mine-
ter how badly the hood capsule
iz deformed, the bridpe will
alwaiys maintain its relationship
to the coffin joint. Using these
comncepts and reference points |
attemps o trim the foot o an
even depth of sale with & uni-
form thickness from fronte to
baick [A4F) and from =ide o
gicle (DALY, | remowe all che

tlares and as much of the hoot
wall distortion as possikle
(phiote 21 In the case of this
mere, rmdicgmphs ndicated
that her coffin point axis was
arill ot of wlipnment (broken
torward) s [ used 2 wedge pad
tir align the cotfin joint {photo
1), Once [ am able to establish
mare miormal hoof prowth [ will
remove the wedjes. Using the
"Fridge” n= a mark for centering
the shioe, | nailed up an egghar
shose for caudal suppost {photo
4], Bhe waz niow wund encugh
to g0 o thie breeding shed.

It is my feeling that a

tarrier whio works with the
toumdation (orthopedics) of the
hor=ze in mind, instesd of
merely the capsule, will enjoy
far more success than the farrier
whio simply relies on appli-
ances instmlled around a
perimeter fit. 1f you work with
the orthopedics of the horse
your will develop @ better
understanding of how o build
the optimum appliance for the
jishy vt hanid, While farriers
debate and argue ideas of prac-
titioners like Ducketr, Redden

and Ohvmiicel, o closer look
tellz usz that we are all trying oo
wchieve the zame thing; the
centering of the four points of
the “square in the circle.”
{Boussell, Scienofic Horseshoe-
g, written over eighty years

] [l

What's New at
Kerckhaert?

The New Standard
| Rim Shoe.

(800) 468-2879 or
(502) 633-5767

Yisit our website at:
wiwnw.naturalangle.com ©
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THE ToorL CORNER

Mai
Arg siruck fool will need cleanup and maintenance on a reguiar
basiz. A driving hammer with it edges and the off center blows on

hie overwhelming majority of toals that are returned o a dinch cutter will covse minor mushreoming and then small chips
ta breok loocse. Be sure to dome the sireck end ot your tocls and pud
a goad chamber on the edge.

manufacturers of top tools are not defective. Most tools

show obwvious signs of mimse andfor lack of maintenance
Even unider correct use you have to realize top tools are nos life-
time tools, [F you have used your tools properly and taken the
time o mainkin them pou will genenally find you get your
momey's worth,
The following photos will give you some idea how simple it
can be to extend the lite of your tocls. When reworking tools,
the most usetul piece of equipment in your truck or shop is a belt
sandder or disc grinder. The belt sander serves a dual funceion, it
can also be used o bevel or dress shoes. Most rework is done
with no heat in the wool. If you try to forge the tools back e
shape you will probably destroy any heat treatment that has been

domie or create problems with the weld between the mild steel
When the head of your forging
focks are siruck off cenber often
encugh this is the resul. Both
ends of the ool have bean
daformed. Batter hammer conirol
and eorly cleanup would fix the
probdam.

handles anid the tool steel hend Il

RELIABILITY AND

PERFORMANCE

This e-head punch hos been
held foo lang in hot maderial

Bloom Forge /Breckenridge Tools

Excerding the ardinary d L whil the E

(8000 A6E-2879 (502) 633-5767 emncl wors druck widle e Bp
- was too hot
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Grind bock to desired
dimensicn, nobe slight grind
curvature behind the fip ta
keep drikf from changing
your forepunched hole. An
aasy tix and il's good

as rew

Check against rail or use o guide. This cne is made from
alumirium

T

Prilche! with broken fip.
rind and Hat. Grind o
desired dimension. Use fhis
approach bo the whesal far
aggressive siock ramoval

Put pzint on all tarepunch
ends. Right: Maintained and
ready o go back fo work.

IRIUED i BASE &

BBllﬂ[ﬂGWﬂSYﬂUAQﬂﬂllWEﬂgﬂ

: | The tradition of

excellence continues.

The lip af this drift was H
breken. Grind the end o
bock Aiad. H

"'-«IJI.]I 5335085 (310) -IF'A]-CH-ei
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enefits From Membership in State &
ocal Associations

here wre m Lyrpe romber

of active state and

resiciusl farriers nsmocin-
tions chrougheue the LIS aned
Canada. For many vears the
members of these sssocia-
tioms hive provided services
and bemefits to the farmiers
i their nespective areas
Thee focis for most
associations has been
continuing education. De-
velopment of sound shoeing
principles, forging skills and
interaction with vets and
horseowniers hiave been ar
the forefront of their effort.
Proprams of associn-
tions olften fewtune ustionally
knowmn clinicians like Bovy
Bloom, Dave Farley, Eddie
Whatson and many other
respected farriers and wet-
erimarians. The asociations
alzor have talenited

inedividualz within their
membership thit share
their experience and =kills
with fiellow members

The ciost of member-

ship in state and regional
asscciation iz minimal,
often costing ae livtle az
320, There are generlly no
restrictions or certification
requirements for new
members. However, many

chapters of the American

Farriers Association do
ofer clinics and resting for
anyonie interested in the
AFA certification program
Farriers that have been
dhoeing tor more than 20
vears frequently comment
on the chanpe in attitudes
whaut sharing knowledpe
and information. The
amsociations have been the
primiary reason for this

chinnpge.

The resules are evident

the highey moome and skall
lewetl of farviers throgghionr
MNorth America. Yoo can fined
the names anad comtact nfo
for associacioms on the MNot-
wral Angle website:

warw naturalangle .com or
contact the AFA at &M
233-7411. 0

THE NATURAL
ANGLE i published
tor provide the farmier with
new and useful informa-
tion about the mdustey. Is
is published through a co-
mperative effort of Bellota
Taals, Bloom Forge, FFD
and Kerckhaert Shioes.
Acrticles im this publi-
cation are the property o
Thie Mameral Anple and
canimat ke reprinted with-
put express permission. For
information concerning
reprints, please contact
[ Barke, FPDY, PO Box
132E, Shelbyville, KY

Next Issue

BASIC ANATOMY OF
THE LOVWWER LIME

CERTIFICATION AFPLIED
TO EVERYDAY WORK

TAX TIME

It’s all about Choices.

—

20064 or Email: dan fpd@ac]com.

If your have questions, comments or ideas
concerning the articles published in the Matural
HAngle, please comtact your distriburor. We wel-
comie your input. The Matuml Angle is designed
and edited by Graphic Response, [nc. [l

A consistent qualiy nail adds up ma
e pratitable bortom line for your
bauasiness. Call roday bor a tree sample
we think vou'll agree.

Please call
(B0 4pR-2R79

-
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PO Naw Products

Th.-.- farrierproducts™ 53-8 Egy barshoes are mow available

at FPD dealers. These finished barshoes come in a front

shape with quarter clips. They are fabricated in the LS
wsing Kerckhaert 5X-8 shoes and o mig welded insert. The
cnly work left for you is the foot prep and final shoe shape.
Apmailable in sizes 00 through 4. Packed in 5 pair boxes. Look
for other bypaes of :f:irriurp'n'ldu..'m“' barshoes in the near fwture.

Use this approach for Finish con
trol. Badk fo work bot be mare
caret and wou can ovoid e
breakage

Farrier Product Distribution THIRD CLASS
LLE FOSTAGE

PO Bos 1328
PAID

Shelbyville, KY 40066
Brookfiekd, W1

Permir Mo, 236
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