In Belgium
& Holland
COAR

I HAVE BEEN SHOEING IMPORTED
WARMELDOD SPORT HORSES FOR
QUITE A NUMEER OF YEARS. Cnc ol
my cheervations was that after being
nere for a while the shape ol their lect
wiorld change They would po from a
mice round wide oot 10 2 medium
width. Then some would go to a narrow
width and then into the fong toe - low
need land o ne retwrn or just the oppo-
site, 1o an uprgnt dished or clubloo
npk. «

protzlems in other parts of the country

nher larriers reporied similar

Last summer cne of my regular clients
showed her horses in Europe and when
she returned, one ol her horses was
weanng snoes that 1 had never seen
belore and his feet were beautibul. 1
feamed that he had been shod by inter-
national master tarrier Rob Benirie from
Menjegen, the Metherlands. 1then
resolved that | wanted 1o mect this guy
and see how he shod his horses

In May 2006 1 did make my trip o
Europe. COne objective was o altend the
Gilih annmversary tunciion of the

>

Kerchkhaen
Horseshoe Comnparny
and the other was
to spend some time
with Roh

Rob shoes ponmanly
high end dressage
haorses and jumpers
and = very much n
demand
cussed a number of things, far more
than 1 can relate in this lttle artscle bt 1
will attempt o describe his metheds of
mainizining strong healthy front leel

We dis-

Roh mamtains that being in Morth
Amenca has nothing to do with the lacl
that the feet do change alter they pel
here. He says it has to do with oor
shoeing methods and shoe selection

Roh's credo is, “Frodect the feet, do nod
iry o comrect the feet.”

To do this | picked up on three key
things that 1 think are the critical issues

First, Robs shoe cholce 15 2 shoe com-
mon in Belgiom and Holland but hardly

Wolurme 10;

ROE RENIRIE WORKING HIND SHOE.

exporied anywhnere else. Dont laugh bt
they refer to it as the “lat or coarse”
shoe. 1t i1s manulactured by Kerckhaert
and i=s designated 5N Yeltoras, s nota
shoe that needs to go on a diet, but 1s
one that 1s one to three millimeters
wider than what we usoally use. The

thicknesses, Rohs prelerence 1s for the
cight millimeter thick version so it 15 not
a heavy shoe bat its wade web ollers a ot
of profection and heel support. Rob also
prelers the werswon with a toe clip. This
o clip 5 whats called the (Hympic chip
It is drawn out of the existing web so it
15 szt back mto the shoe slightly  This
makes it necessary to cut back the wall as
much as the thickness of the clip so 0t hts
nicely

L.ontinued on prge =
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This is also something we are not wsed
to secing or doing.  Bob believes the toe
clip allows the foot to maintain its
lullness unlike clips placed on the sides

Secondly, the nail holes in the shoes
are punched a little coarser than any of
pur comrmonly used shoes. This allows
the loat full wall coverage and the
advantage of nailing BEHIND the wall,
really mto the white line 5o you can gel
much higher nailing than what we are
used to. Dhoes ot work? You bet it does
What vou have now is a situation where

ABOVE: ROCKER TOE.

ABOVE & PAGE 3: FRONT SHOES NAILED AND FINISHED.

le

the angle of the nail coming throuwgh the
wall is a little greater, thereby creating
less damage to the wall Combine this
with the fact that the nail is penetrating
the wall much higher where the shank =
thinner and - voild! - vou end up with a
stronger wall

The third thing that Bob dees, is o
lorge a concave seated out roCker e on
his shoes. This allows the foob to break
poveT any way i wanls to and eflectively
snortens e oe up nicely. His ocker
tos is dillerent from what we normally

ABOVE: FROMNT SHOE, SHAPED,
DRILLED AND TAPPED.

K1 u,i:i'.ll.'.rm,

see. [ur rocker toe has a tlat protile
like that of the tip of a snow ski. His
rocker is more bowl shaped allowing the
shoe to be set back nicely but not
applying any sele pressure. What all
this does, 1 believe, is 1o change the
mechanics dramatically

One thing Kob siressed was not overdo-
ing anvihing. He advises, "Leave a lintle
for mext time.” All his feet were what |
refer 1o as Goldilocks feet. They are
trimmed not too high and not too low,
not too long, not too shord, and the
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ABOVE: FRONT SHOE ON THE FOOT.
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introducing Triumph Steel

Eerckhaert has introduced a
steel version of ther popular
Triunsph series. This shoe
continues Kerckhaent's guality
and innovation in shee design
and praduction.




FARRIER TIPS

Recycling Lead

Mr. Sammy Williams from Mexico, Missouri sent this
tip in recently. A gaited horse shoer, Sammy uses
lead from time to time in his work.

“Use an old-time cast fron frying pan and weld an
extension to the handle with a nicke!l welding rod.
You can then put the lead in your gas forge = and
pour the moiten lead into your molds sitfing on a
tevel amvil. ™

Attention to Detall
Makes the Difference

- T |:I - "~
rocker is not exaggerated. The only thing that took a hitle % o The Bloom knives, fongs aad varhs

getting used to was the higher nailing !h ﬂﬂn lorging aad shiemg teals are desigaed

= [or funeiioralicy ead durghilicy - frm
| brought some [at shoes home with me and have them all on W 'i'.[ﬂl'ﬁlf[lmlju-![i.[ﬁ]ﬂ] the momeat you pal them b wek

lewt and they went on very nicely  These shoes should probably

come with a warning that personal instruction is necessary
before use because the potential for problems is high without H[}T IRE}N PRDDUCTIGNS

kmowing what vou are doing, To use them properly, you need

1 use a lorpe, have some forging skills, and the patience 1o fit F 0 RG IN G VID E O S

them precizely. This takes time, but [ think its worth it

e Wolurme 1: The Amal. Harmmer
Paint and clay are just that unnl they are made into art by the o o e il
masters hands. Bob definitely has that masters touch for turning - :

o
shoes and hooves into fine art. = f /% “R Vidurme 2: Bosic Shoe Making

|
| || Wolume 3: Forge Welding Steel

]
ﬂ and Alirriaam
) The 58 “Ver” shoe series thar is e
Left: The 2 ; e Widurme 4: Cowpdes ong Clips

R .o n . - . e S
mertoned i the feature article an

nar cui '="i.5"'- availabie in the ”‘ Coptact poid Bosie Shoe Modifications
markel our supplier can only farterprodliects ™ dealer

purchase them for vou in full boxes ar call BI-468-2879 Tool Maintenarnce

and the lead-time is 6-8 weeks for the name of a

dlealer ey yii Al crvoikabile i VHE, DV 5 PAL lovrmsd




KERCEHAERT HOBSESHOE COMPARY BECERTLY HELD TS
Bl-ANMUAL OPEX HOUSE I TEMSE, BELGIUM,. This evemt
draws several hundred farriers from Europe and beyond
The two day program has developed inta quite an
extravaganza, with two of the featured events involving
lorging and sheeing competition between lamrier school
teams and a competition between the children of farmers
Both competitions imvaolve a lot of energy and provided
great entertainment.  The intensity and effort of the
children was not less than that ol the school ieams and it
brought smiles to the faces of the audience, especially
when the prizes were handed out at the end of the day

In addition to the competitions, food and beverage service
Kerckhasert invited @ very talenied blacksmith o demon-
strate throughout the second day of the open house. Mr
Roger Bockstaele of Landskouter, Belgium brought with
him a sampling ol the work he has done in his shop at
Landskouter. There deesnt seem to be any doubt that the
worl he does is “magical” i every sense ol the word

Mr. Bockstacle participated n the ABANA conference in
Asheville, Morth Carolina several vears ago. His many
pieces were given a special showing in a gallery zet up tor
his visit. His ocoupation belore retiring a few vears apo

ic 1N

b Dan Burke

was as a machinist. His blacksmith worl: was his hobby
and passion o1 many years belore getting the puhblic
exposure of the ABAMA conlerence and now the
Kerckhaent event. When vou visat with Mr. Bockatacle and see
the work he has done, you come away with an appreciation
ob his attention to detail, love of nature and his true joy in
showang others his work

The photos we have in this anticle are only a small sam-
pling of the work he has done. [ think birds must be his
specialty, as 1 have seen full size herons, eagles, owls, jays
and other species. But he also has numerous small pleces
including a miniature “self portrait” complete wath the
anvil and tools. Mo matter what size the piece, you can
tell that Mr. Bockstaele has put his heart and soul into the
wirk

Wi hope that Mr. Bockstaele wall someday make it back io
the 15 and perhaps be able to demonstrate his talents
here. In the meantime, if vou ever find yourself traveling
in Europe vou should be sure to look him up m
Landskouter, Belgium — my het 1= he'll be in the shop
working his magic. []
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Kerckhaert Reaches Another Milestone

Kerckhaen, the worlds brpest and old
est incle pendent manufacturer ol horse
shioes reached ancther milestone in

2006, The Dutch manulcturer, lound
ed in 1916, has been operating contin

voasly [or 90 years

The [ounder, Hanare Kerckhaert, a
hlacksmith and famier by trde, began
by producing workhosse shoes in
headguar
ters and main manuhcturing fcilivy ane

Vogelwaande, Holland The

atill in Vogelwamerde - managed by a
founh generation of Kerckhaen Gamily
members. Since their beginning,
Kerclchaert has alwavs worled 10 bring
;.||.|.:|||:'-' and innovation 1o the lorefroni
ol their elforis. Thiz elforn = ||.".'::l_::|||.|-J.'I.I
vearldwicde and in all disciplines,
including jumping, mcing, pleasuare
rding and event homses

The growth of the company in rece

years linally pushed them v book
beyvond the village bouncdaries
Vogelwaarde, primarily a ressdential
village, refused Kerckhaens request 1o
expand the production Geility within
the village limits, Mot 1o be delerred,
Kerclkhaert now has 2 tremendous new
shipping and receiving lacildy 10 min
ules Lroan Lhe

factory, allowing

utilize 1O0% of their space in
Yogelwaarde lor production

In recent vears, they have installed sate
af the arl machining centers 1o ensure
every piece of tooling is unilorm and
precise. In addition to tooling, they
labricate many pars [or the machinery
that has been developed by Budy
Kerckhaert, (third peneration and still
invalved in design)
miay well be the mast sophisticated

The equipmeni

horseshoe manufaciunng equipment in
the wordd, able 1o praduce 30+ shoes
per minute. Bul Budy Kerckhaert is

muos proud of the

Rudy and Martin Kercihaert discuss
plans for new shoes with customers
Jrom North America.

fact that the basic

principles of weday's
equipmenl were the
same 25 these of his
agrndather in 1916

When you open your
next bow ol Kerckhaer
shoes, be sure Lo
think of the history
and tradittan al the
famnaly cvamex] business

and their [beus an
proclucing high quali
tv prochwet for your
LLSE

Call for the name of a famrierprod-
ucis'” dealer near vou.

Professional Products
from farrierproducts™

The farrierproducs*” group
inclsdes the finest producs avaldable
im the farrier marker. Each produc
has been chasen because of the
manudacrurer € arenmon o qualicy
and derail Drealers for all of these
mutstanding, procucrs can be found
thenughour Morth America.
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Hit the Mark
FIRsT TiME, EVERY TIME

The Australian nails kove
proven thamseloes to be wor
thy of your confidence. Mo
early exits hers, these nails
drive wherna you wanl them

shoe atter shoe

wwrw farrierproducts com

THE WATURAL ANGLE is pubklishes 1o
prowviske you with new and wsetul informazion
about the indusery. [k is published through a
cooperative effort of Australian Mails, Bleom
Fh.'l.'}:h.'". FPl':'. Kerckbnert 5]'..'-\:--:. Wattec and VITUT
supplier.

Articles in this publicagion are the property
of The Matural Angle and conmet be reprinted
withowt express permission, For infomuation
comcerning reprints, please contact Dan Burke,
FPD, PO B 1328, Shelbyville, K 40086 or
Email: qu@imatumlangle.com.

[ you hawve questions, comments or ideas
comeerning the articles published in the Mamual
Angle, please comtact your distributor. We
welcomie ywr input. The Natural Angle & designed

and edited by Graphic Response.

Quality Products.
[t5 that simple.

Ausiralan
Noils

Ballata

Bloom Fongs
Tools

famemproducts™

Karckhoert
Homeshoes

famerproducts™ group




LN R

Silicone Lovers,
We Just Made Your Day!

WEreTE e Slliccnd pECKIng MAreriE] is annenaETically diEpensed Wi a pad o seshion,
sl oml prestect the squine Gaod. Specilicadly frmelued for this eguine applicstivn.
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