Fundamentals ot Trimming

This view of the foot will h:lp Vo

any of the most experienced

and respected farriers in

the industry will tell vou
that the trim is the most important
step 1n shocing a horse. If you don't
get the trim II';JII'. then keeping the
horse sound and the hoof in good
condition is going to be more difficult.
We have a few simple suggestions
|'L--'.1|'|ii|1-' the observations you

|Ll'.'.|'||“-I ng nto |'.|'I.l'.
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trim of a front foot.

The arucle by Bob Petbick in Valume
9, Issue 4 of The Natural Angle had

photos of the alignment of the hoof
and limb you need to look at before
starting on the front foot. Those
views should help you to understand
the hoof balance as you go through
the rest of your pre-trim inspection.

The lateral view will help you to
determine if the angle of the hoot
lines up with the angle of the pastern.
This 15 one of your important balance

pomnts. You can also check the ung!-:
of the heel mmpurcd to the toe from
this view.

The closer examination of the foot
trom the front may help you see the
medial/lateral balance. Flares can
indicate an imbalance that may also
be visible when you look at the bot-
tom of the foot. The coronary band
will also give vou some things to con-
sider. If the hairline is pushed up in
one area it may be an indication of
pressure from a high spot below that
arca. Does the coronary band look
tairly level? If not, this may also
indicate an imbalance in the bottom of
the foot.

Always pick up the foot and hold i
loosely by the cannon bone. Keep it
in close to the body of the horse so
that the limb 15 not twisted. Don't
push against the foot with your
thumb as this can cause the view to
be distorted.

tinalize your plans for the tnm. Is
the hoof capsule squared up with the
leg? Look carcfully at the distances
from the bottom of the hoof to the
Are they the
same length? This will give you an

hairline on each side.

indication of yvour medial/lateral bal-
ance. You should be able to see if the
toot has more length on one toe quar-
ter versus the other. You can also
begin to get a sense of where the heel
is in relation to the highest/widest
point of the frog. Of course the
highest/widest point determination
should be made once vou have
cleaned the frog and heels in the next
steps of the trim.

Thesc are simple steps but critical 1o
reaching vour goal of a correct trim.
Look for more details on the trim in
a future 1ssue.
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que r“‘-Il view - :l]J.gmnenl of Imnf and pastern

Front view - Lherl{ COrOnary *md wall lines.



Avoid

Unnecessary

Damage to
Your Nail
Puller

A significant number of crease nail
pullers are returned to supphers each
vear because of damage that can be
avoided — not as a result of defective
material or workmanship. It is possible
for heat treatment or defective metal 1o
be a problem but be sure you used your

tol cnrrﬂ:t]}' before returning it.

Be sure that you cut or rasp the clinches
off betore trying to pull the nails. Start
the tool opened as wide as possible to
allow the points to penetrate any dirt or
debris in the crease and get under the
nail head. The nail puller has to get
under the head of the nail to work
properly. If vou only have contace with
the tips of the tool and then squeeze
and try to pull the nail without first
lifuing it you arc asking for rouble.
{Phoro & - Page 3 shows damaged tip of nail
pudler, likely a result of trying to pull the nasl
Before gerting the puller tips completely
under the nad bead. Notice the other puiler
fas no damage and bas been wsed minch

longer, bt more corvectly.)

Onee you are under the head, a steady
squeezing pressure should pop the nail

loose. You can often hear the nail

Puller tips are not under nail head; this method causes damage to tool.

break loose from the crease. You will
sec that the nail head 15 fit snugly into
the cavity of the pullers if you have
used the tool correctly. When the head
15 in this cavity, the pressure of the
rolling motion yvou use to pull the nail

will not cause damage to the tool.

From time to ttme vou may want to
touch up the nail puller tips so they can
penctrate the debris in the crease and
get under the nail head. You should
also be sure the tool is not too thick to

fit into the crease. If it appears to be

too thick vou can use a bele sander to
dress them to a thickness that works.
Be careful not to grind too aggressively
or for too long. You don't want heat
to build up and destroy the heat treat.
If yvou can't hold the tool because of
the heat or it develops a blue color—it’s
too hot. Cuench it occasionally as you

go through this grinding process.
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Tips should go under head.

Pop head up before pulling.

Dlder tool on right has been modified and used
properly. Fairly new tool on left with broken tip.

KERCKHAERT

Triumph Aluminum Egg Bar

A PERFECT FIT

% These clipped shoes
have the same great fea-
8 turcs of the Trumph flat

¢ and degree shoes. The

hald toe saves a lat of
shaping work and the
punching allows wou
plenty of good options

Conlbact your
farrierproducts™ dealer
i call BON-AE-28709

fonr Live maome of a
dealer near you.

Hot IRON PRODUCTIONS

FORGING TAPES

Volume 1: The Amvil, Mammer
and Tongs

Volume 2: Basic Shoe Making

Volume 3: Forge Welding Stee!
uand Aluminum

Volume 4: Cowpies and Clips
Basic Shoe Modifications
Tool Maintenance

Al avaniobie in WHS, DVD & PAL formot
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Abrasive
Belt Care

Storage conditions are among the maost Important
factors afffcting the pn:rfnrmam:u of coated abrasives.
Coated abrasives will usually perform at maximum

efficiency only when they are properly handled and
stored.

The backings and some of the adhesives used in
their manufacture are sensitive to climatic changes
and will pick up or lose motsture according to the
relative humidity of their surroundings.

Coated abrasives deliver their best performance
when stored and wsed at recommended temperature
and relative humidity ranges. They achieve their
maximum efficency at a temperature range from
60°F - 80" F and at a relative humidity of 40-50%.

When storing, make sure that abrasives are kept
away from sources of dampness and extreme heat
or cold.

Causes
BELT BREAKS

1':{"'1 ZIILL pressurc LRI ht‘i—]":-' ¥

Incorrectly made splice/poor adhesion
Mot enough belt tension under work load
Too much tension for grit in use

BELT RUNS OFF MACHINE
Tracking mechanism not adjusted properly
Belt runs off under load

Grinding pressure too high

Excessive humidity can cause a softening of the

bond or resin. This causes the abrasive grains to
tend to push into the backing rather than penctrate
the work piece. Frictional heat builds up tending to
turther soften the bond. The effect of prolonged
exposure to conditions of high humidity can resule

in a drop in performance of as much as 50% of the
normal useful life.

Coated abrasives should be kept in closed cartons
until the product is actually used. Don't hang the
belts in vour truck — keep them protected from
temperature and humidity changes.

Traformarion Source — VEM Abvasives Corporation

I —j II..'

Reduce pressure, perhaps using coarser griv or
changing belts more often so it doesn't require as
much pressure.

Notify manufacturer.

Increase tension but don’t over-tighten.

Adjust tension. Tension should not be more than
required under load to prevent slippage.

Use centering device to get even movement.
Increase tension.

Reduce pressure or change grit or bele.
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Time to Make Your
Christmas List

Christmas is just around the corner and we have a few
items that veu might want to pud on yeur Christmeas list

for tread wnrw}ﬂ The products pe tured are available af
your farmerproducts’ dealer.

TOOL MAINTENANCE VIDED
Ry Bloom walks you through the steps

of regular malntenance of wame corm-
it tonls such s vour tongs, punches e
amil haramer. Thes video s avalable i

WHE or DV formar.
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MNAIL CUTTERS .
Everyone meeds a reliable, durable mail :
cutter and your farmerproducts” dealer J

- .-.

has o mdce selection. The newest in

the lime, the Uliea Cur, has an amasne J'.' [i
amount of leversage and makes one |
handed curting almost effortless. Made

by Knipex, the tool is modified by FPD to allow you o
et close o the hool wall with vour cut. Other ool
curters melude the Knipex 127 Power Cur, Knpex 8"
cutter with plastic handles and the Bellor 9% curres, all
BLOOM KNIVES

re-firvshed by FPD o give berter perforimance.
Lok for the new Bloom Offser B I,-,|_||_

Made wich high %

carbon steel and a very comfortable handle, dhese

i vour supply hoase,

knives complement the regular blade knife char has been
recetving high marks in the marker

SHARPEMNIMG WHEELS i I
D't dorger that no macer : il
whiat kind of ketle you use, -4
you will have to dharpen and :
hose the edge 1o ger masimmm
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6" PulfingSharpenmg wheel and che
6" felr whieel with groove can belp vou get your blades wo shaving

L

The wheels age best moamted on a |:||.|:|.-J.|.':r that fuits
at arouiud 1800 rpa, this ||l.'|.|l:~ avord the heat |.'l.||||.|l.|E'- that can
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puiis A 1500 gpin and has lenger shafts thar grve you more
¢learance from the moton

Professional Products
from farrierproducts™

The lrierproducts group ﬁ

indudes the finest products available
in the farner marker. Each produce
has |.'h.'.-='|:| I.'|1I.|I:'\.':II. because of the . EaE R |: R
manufacturer's attention to quality DISTRIHUL DM
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AN-dER- 287D
e FR2-6F3- 5803
g farvierprodics. cam

vutstanching products can be found
throughout Morth Amenc
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ucis™ dealer near yoa,

Hit the Mark

First TiME, EVERY TIME

supplicr.

The Auvstralion nails hove
proven themsekves to be wor-
thy of your confidence. Mo
early exits here, these nails
drive where you want them -

shoe after shoe.

woarw farrierprodiscts.com

THE NATURAL AMGLE is published 1o
provide you with new and useful informartion
abour the industry. It is published dhrough a
cooperative effort of Australian Mails, Bloom
Forge, FPIY, Kerckhaern Shoes, Vemec and your

Avrticles in this publicarion are the property
of The Maneal Angle and cannor be reprinred
withour express permission. For informarion
concerning repring, please contace Dan Burke,
FPDy, PO, Box 1328, Shelbyville, KY 40066 or
Email: ga@naruralangle.com.

If you have questions, comments or ideas
concerning the articles published in the Marural
Angle, please conract your discriburor. We
welcome vour inpur. The Matural Angle is designed
and edited by Graphic Response. Il

Quality Products.

It's that simple.
Austrasian
Mails
Balota
Bloom Forge 5 v
Took 1 M
farmiemproducts™ ;”'ﬁj
Kerckhoar
Howsssnoas

farremproducts™ gup
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‘Fundarwientals of Tronanmg " Continued from cover

Value or Quality?
Wlth Bellota You get Bnth

Check wall Ienr_,tlh and :l]J.gmnent o Ieg Last look before trim.
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