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Maximizing the Shide
of a Reming Horse

BY DAVE FARLEY

beere are & number of

varinkles that alfect the

performanee of the rein-
ing borse. Preeding, comforma-
ticm, mental attitude, footing,
riders skill level and showing all
havve animpace. The best bred
reiners have a natural abilicy for
pond lvtern] miovement and lid-

i =ops. | heir conformation

icles strong hind quarters

amed straight hind limbs { viewed

fromm frong or hind ), with power-
ful dveulders to enhnnce tuming
ability. As aorule, the Barrer can-
net comtrol amy of the varialles

except the shoeing,

Fiot prep is no different on
the reiner than any other perfor-
mence hiorse, Previous articles in
The Manmal Anple have stressed
the importince of mimming the
foat flat, placing a level shoe on
the foat and providing good lat-

el SUpPOTEs putting the frog in
the center of the shoe. The dif-
ference for the reimer is in the
rype and positioning of the shoe,
| will wasrr you here, never trim
thee foot cut of balamice o change
the direction of the slide.

Tir gt the best results from
thee reining horse you need the
dlicle to b strndpght, with the leas
st of reststance possible, A
heorse with pood condormation
amid a beoot thit is stragphit dhvould
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b shisd wiith the toe and heels of
the shoe in line with the dinec-
tion of the foot, Watch the horse
slicde. If his hind feet are under
hirm b far, lemsethien the heels
of the shoes. If he is not under
himself eniough, shorten the
heels, 1 never mam the heels up
o | helieve this takes from the
support needed for the slide.

The more difficult chal-
lemge comes when you have the
hiorse thst turms out, causing the
slide w0 po outaward. A horse
thiat iz diding mutward reduces
the leryh of the slide amd puts
o the muscle
2] FSE 2

additional stress

- TIMLEL
pesss s o ————————
1. Check blank tor length. Z Turn
fo desired posifion. J. Mark
widest part of foot ard foe naoils
4, 5, &. Punch shoes, putting

mare laper in foe nails
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Elmng
COTIMLUED FROM PASE 1
structure. In clinics, 1 often ask
everyone to think abowt sseaw
skiing. If your skis are amgled
g, youn will very quickly be
stoetchusd to am uncomforiable
position and your akilicy to go
formard is decresed. To com-

7. Hommer foper into heels

8. Tongs con be usetul o open
shoa. 9. Chadk |:i|I node burn aof
shoe
_—-

tinue forward you hove o cone
tinually step back in under
yourself, The same thing hap-
pens in the slide of the reiner.
iry to resolve this prob-
kem with shoe position mther
than changing hoof balance.
Do mot lower the outside to
change the direction of the
slide. The “quarter tum" is the
term used For this comective
she placement. Whenever
youlL cuearter turn i shaoe you

10, Mote deeper position of
irsicde moil hobas, 11, Pasition
shoe in hurned posifion with frog
in center. 12, Afler noiling and

clinching rasp nail keads fush.

will find it mecessary o either
punch blanks or repanch shoes
o limse up o the white line and
the widest part of the foor. The
photos in this article illustrate
the steps of punching, fitting
and mniling the quarter tumed
shise made from a blank.

Begin by selecting a blank
lengeh that you feel will work
Considering the evaluation of
the hoof direction {done from
behind the hosse ), position the
shioe to pet the directional
alignment you need and mark
the widest point amd the toe
mails. Ulsing these reference
points, center punch your
miarks [considering the white

line} for nail placement. Youw

will be punching the medial
(inside ) branch deeper. Punch
and drift the shoes and when
pritcheling, be sure 1o angle
more at the toe and less as pou
an back o the heel nail.

Yo should hammer finish
the heels wo the approximate
taper you meed to allow the
foot o clean (Following lines
of frop). This can be done be-
fore, during or after the punch-
i If [ know the shoe needs
tin b openied, | often use the
tongs as a spreader while ]
have heat in the noe.

Check your fit and make
any adjustments necessary.

RELIABILITY AND
PERFORMANCE
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Omce you are satisfied with the
fit, use a belt sander or grinder
tor dress the heels, edges and
put the desired rall on the voe.
The footing will generally de-
termine how much roll you
rzed. If the tooting s sood,
with a sandy top and a hard
flast base, you need less roll. I
the basme iz uneven and/or
there is less sand on top you
will need more roll to reduce
the resistance. [ always have
some degree of roll on the toe.
You can now mail the fin-
ished shoe in the quarter turn

e —————
1L Lateral view showing heel
k=ngth [node mizsing wal]. 14,

From rear you con ses shoe is
cenlerad ho limb

position. Be sure you have
placed the frog in the center of
the shoe to provide the maxi-
mum mediallatensl support.
The final step after clinching
is b masp the nail heads flush
with the shoe.

The "quarter turn™ should
help the horse to slide
straighter, enhancing perfor:
mance and reducing the stress
onmaseles and joines. Using
the position of the shoe
change direction will |'|.u|.p
avoid problems that trimming
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The Kerckhaert
Standard Shoe.

Yeah, so what's new?
The Price.

THE TOOL CORNER

Tong Maintenance

BY ROY BLOOM

ongs are wsed o hold mate-
rial too hot to hald with

our hands, Maximum con-
trol is prssible only if the tongs
are set to the size of material
being used. Photo 1 shows the
jaws set correctly for the mate-
rinl. Compare this with photo
2 & 3. Phoro 2 shows the jaws
town wiiche for the stock. Only
the tips are touching. Photo 3
shivws the jaws too narmow for
the stock. The tips are gapped.
Ay gaps will allow the mater-
tal to slip and make it ex-
tremely ditficult to comerol.

If your tongs have cither of

these gap problems you need o

reset the jaws. Place the tongs

inn the fire and heat the jows.
Place o piece of the desired
stock size between the jaws.
Plaice only the fw area on the
anvil and lightly tap the jaws
apminst the stock as shown in
pheoto 4. When you have them
making full contwct set them
astde and allow them to air
cool. Don't quench them.

A helpfil hing. In photo 5,
the pencil is pointing to o very
critical area in any pair of
tongs. If this ares does not
have adequate bulk it will
bend too essily. This bending
will oecur in use from the heas
alsorked from the hor material
and even aslight squeezing of
the reins. Yoo will contimually
have w0 reset your tongs if they

cxc-:l_ ence
continues.

What's the best way to save time and
maney and improve performance? Use
Kerckhasrt Shoes.

{800} 468-2879 or (502) 633-5767

Visit our website at:
http:/ fassw naturalangle.com

(800) 833-5085 (510) 460-0373
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do ot have enouph mater-
ial in this area.

Chnecer yowr jawes are et
venp can sddress the reims. All
tomipz svould be mede from
somme form of spring steel
This sdds o certain amount
of memory o the reins and
strength to the jaws. Without
this memory or strength your
jarws or neins can et hold
the set you put on theme

The gap between the
reins should allow o grip
that matches your hammer
hamdle grip. Photo 6 shows
agood tong gap. 1 the di-
IMAENSIEOT 15 D00 MEEmw, G in
phota 7, the rein ends meet

before firm contsce s misde
with the material. If the di-
mienzion is oo wide {photo
&) your hand is spread oo
far to effectively and easily
grip the tongs, Either prob-
lem forces you to squeese
the reins o be able to hold
vour masterial, [f this is oo
curring you nieed to set or
fix the rein gap.

In photo 9 the pencil
pevints to the area where
v should bend the reins
tor adjust the gap. Don't just
heeat this arew and squeese
the reins to set. Unless your
heeat is even, one side will

IO e ITeare I:hill'a r|'u:- --:11..-r.

If vour heat is too high yon
can distort the rivet.

Tir wicen thee reins,
place a piece of 1/1" stock
in the arca shown in photo
@ and set the jaw to the di-
mension of the sock, I
112" s not enough, use o
larger size until you get the
rein gap you need.

If the gap is too large
put o piece of stock in the

jarws anel then place the
tongs | Photo 10} on the
end of the anvil horn and
tap just behind the shoulder
of the reins, Switch from
im0 rein as necessary to
keep the reins even until
your have the proper gap.

A final note, [n addi-
tion b serting the proper
e of the javes and the reins
your buave to consider the
comelition of your rivet. [f
yowar tomigs start o bind,
won't open or close freely or
are extremely boose it's time
ter chamge the rivet. Heating
thee river and working the
tongs or hamimering the
rivet will mever fix it. [t has
become wom and needs o

I."I.' n'|.1|.'|.'|.'n| = .
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SHOE MODIFICATION

The Square Toe Offset |

Hind with Trailer

BY DAVE FARLEY

his is a modification thar
can be used on horses
that are having interfer-
ence problems such as
crosstiting, scalping or
rwerreching

Hear the entine shoe woa
vellow heat. Using the end of
the hom, place the shoe so
that your first blow s just in
frone of the toe nail on one
side. Then pull it towsard you
and strike approcimately 12
inch im frone of the other poe
miil. This sets the square toe
and has oifser one branch to
give you the length you need
for wour trwiler. Finish making
the hind shape with blows wo
the branches between the first
and second nail holes. Take
ancther heat, if necessary, and
turm the ailer on your outside
branch. The angle of the

Farrier Product Distribution
PO Box 1328
Shelbyville, KY 40066

tratler should march a line
rumning to the opposite toe.
Trailer- When used on
hiorses that travel close bebvind,
they tend to widen the swing
phise of the stride and thus de-
cresss the chance of mberference

Square Toes Aus the foot
starts to bresk over the square
o encoumages the foot oo break
aver the center of the toe. [l
e T——————————
1. Start with aubside toe, eshab
lishing offset paint and length.

L 5Set inside comer. 3. Blows o
branches 1o esioblish hind
shaps. 4. Trailer, done with
round side of hammer. 5.
Finished show, notice alfsat posi
ticn of nail holes. Alsa, frailer is
in line with opposile foe.
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