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Fitting Shoes tor Balance

BY DAVE FARLEY

cme of the ideas [ apply

- y | tos futtineg shoes for bal-
_5 q: o

;g in pricr issues. ['l list dhese

ance have been discussed

poitls for your review.

Goals

L. Estakblish good hoolfpastern
alignment.

2. Trim fosot dlag

3. Lse flat show

4. Have foot land as flat as
|'\-|'\'<.'\-i|.'.||.'.

Begin your work by looking
carefully at the hoof. Lok
from all angles, including from
above and from behind. Mitch
Tuylor's article about basic
hoof preparation in Vol. |
issue 4 of The Notural Angle
discusses the importance of
vour close examination of the
whole picture,

Starting with the fromt foot

[ try to establish balance by

wsing thee folloaving '.q.'.'||:'.i-.||.u':-
1. Working on o foot

stanidd, 1 remaove all flares that [
see. [ may do this over o cou-
ple showings wo avoid weaken-
ing the wall, Be careful with
your nail placement where
v hive remioved a flare. Be
sadie iF you are in doubt. Leave
a nail cut or replace it with o
clip. Remember that a prog-
erly dravam and placed clip can
b @z strong ms two nails.

2. Fit the shoe so that the
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Top left: Frog marked in cardar,
3,/8" back from point. Moie the
grealer distarce to Paint B.
Bottam left: Shoe is sat wider
than toot ol Poird A. Frog is now
in canter of shoe jequal disharce
from frog fo Point & & B|. Below
cender: Using hammer as wiswa
aid far :Fe:iin cenber, PAumow
irdicales Hore Iil:ﬂ wioukd nor
maly b foken off before nailing
shoe. Below right Using rasps
io check that heels of shoe are

lit parallel o bulbs.
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of the coromary band. This ing sound longer. The net re-
al‘lce miry recpuire boxing the sult is you will have a happier

bramch if the heels are oo customer base and less prob-
ITI) ROMA PREE 1 niarrow. Agin, the punching lerms to deal witks. Il
frog is centered in the shoe. In of the shoe may need adjusted
otheer woords, messuring from when you first begin the
the center of the frog you process of fitting to the coro-
should hiave an equal distance mary band. [n time the foot
tir the ousside of each branch. will griow to the shape of the Below: Shoe fit fo COFoer
Thiis is one of the critical fac coromary band and mailing branch boxed. Top “ﬂh‘h Shoe

lit to coronory band. Bettem

tors in establithing balance. 1t will be much simples. . .
j = 1 right: Locking from rear af line

LTy EVen redquline some 5. Be sure to check your o S L e e g
punching or repunching of fit fromn this perspeciive. Look loaded, it is in center of leg
nail hioles vo per pood nailing dowrn the leg from behind
Try marking the frog amd mea when it s in o losded position
suring the distance until you [have someone pick up the op-
fee]l comfortable with your vi posite foot ), The foot should
sl check. [ no longer mark b in the center of the limb.
the frog bt use my hammer Thiese are some of the
for w wisual aid to determine if most basic principles of fitting
everything is centered. shoses for balance. Putting
¥. Fir the heels of the your hosses onoa regular shoe-
shoe parallel with the baulks of ing schedule makes this work
the footr. You cam use your csp even better, IF you apply the
az a visual puide for checking rood basic rimming sdvice
the heels. and follower with these fitring
4. [ always mry to shape ideas you should see your
the shoe to match the shape hiorses moving better and soy
F it Hind Sh

hese photos show a against the hom before each turmed after the first hit and

simple one heat maodi- hit. This is an efficient way o then agaim after the third hit.

fication that cnm ke turm generic or front patberns Your first oo Blowes set the

used on a daily basis. Al four imter a nice squared hind par toe, the mext two straighten

bloaws take place on the hom. tern with a minimum of effort the branches at the first two

Remember to lock the shoe Morice that the shoe hos been rail holes. Il

Left: Frepare for first
hit, locking shoe
against the horn,
Center: Reverse shas,
nolice blow coming

siraight down. Abeve
rightz Third hit
straightens branch
Far ll-gl'l'l'.' Rewarza
shoe again to moke
timal blorw bo straighd
en second branch
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The Tool Corner

TIPS FOR MORE EFFICIEMNT CREASING

BY ROY BLOOM

s the shoe creased or

fullered? [ use the term

cresise it the bottom of the
grosve is sharp or W shaped. [f
the bottom is tlat [ consider it
fullered. Call it what you
vant, there are two ressons to

Crei=e.

1. Tor allow access to the nails
for easy removal.

2. To produce an ares where
dirt can collect and pro-
duce traction.

A creaser replaces the fore-
punich that is used for plain
stamped shoes. The crease fol-
lows the same positionimg pat-
tern of the forepunched nail
holes {figure L}, The first nail
hole is generally in the middle
of the stock if you are using
314" stock and gradually monees
tor the outside of center when
it reaches the last nail hole
There ar: many details to
address when creasing. The
inside angle of the crease is
more upright than the outside
angle. The width of this
crease should march the nail
voill @re creazsing for §figune 2.
Because of the difference in
inside and catside angles and
the fact that the crease runs to
the cartside of center, there is
a sipnificant wmount of distor-
tion b0 the branch.

If the creaser is simply dri-

ven into the steel there is no
vy to fix the distortion {fig-
ure 31, As the cresser is driven
im, the cumside angle pushes

the marerial down and away
with little resistance. The in-
side angle is sbeeper, it cuts
down but meets resistance
from more stock and pushes
masterial up and im. IF you min
the hammer down the outside
edie o push the distortion in
you simply close up the crease.

and cracking of the bottom of
the crease. The creaser needs
tir floaw when you are working
it amed sharp edpes will cause
the creaser to stick. Even the
bottom edge of the cremser

should have a slight radius {fig-

ure 5.

Umice you've hemmed

and made certain of your
creaser edges you should be
ressdy to crease. Starting from
the heel or the toe, depending
on the branch you start witks,
the creaser should be struck in
the center of the head. Some
have a tendency o lean the

cresser wwny o be able to see
better or to produce a
sitighter angle on the inside.
If vou de this you still need to
make wure vou strike the ool
in the center, Striking the in-
gide edpe of the head will
cse the inside edpe to mush-
rooim and even break. 1t can
also canse the cutting edge of
the tool wo curl.

You can begin by making
amarking run. You can then
start the actual cresing. Omnce
the crenser is struck, pick up
the handle, pull and slide o
thee mext posttion. Cheerlap

FiGLURE |

f
Y
FIGLIEE 2 FISLRE 3 ~a

If o run the creise again you
end up with the same distor-
tiom. You must first put extra
mixterial where the cresse will
be. Thi= iz called hemming or
knocking up the branch. The
edipe is hammered at the oppo-
site angle of the outside angle
of the cremser {figure 4). The
outside angle of your creaser is
the amgle the edge should be
hammiered. Angle ik all the
wary across the edge of the
branch.

Adter hemming you will

e ready to cresse. Before you
start you rised to look at your
cresser. | here should be no
sharp edges om the creaser.
Sharp edges couse coldshuts

RELIABILITY AND
PERFORMANCE

Bloom Forges /[ Breckenridge Toals
Exceeding the ordinary
(800 468-2879 {502) B33-5767
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your positions, pulling the
creaser until the center of
the tool is over the end of
the previous impression.
Continue until the desired
lensth is reached. The
depth of the crease will be
determined by the nail you
will ke usimg.

Yo should new muin

vour hammer down the
lack edpe of the branch.
Then take a good flattening
run dovwn the foot surfsce

of the branch. You can niow
mitke another un through
the crease to clean it up.

Summary

1. Prepare your creaser be-
fore you begin { no sharp
edpes b

2. Do your hemming of
the branch.

3. Make o quick mum to
mark your crease.

4. Crease.

% Lightly hammer back
edpe.

f. Make flattening run.

7o Do your clean up run
through the crease. [l

FEZLEE 4

HAGURE =

Partnership.

At FPD, a handshake still signifies
commitment, dependability and trust.

(800) 468-2879 or (502} 633-5767
Visit our website at:

http:/ fwww.naturalangle.com

Sharpening the Undercut

I Wolume 1, Lssue 4 the use of the imdercut was dis-
cussed. This photo shows the file stroke and angle wed o
sharpen the tool. A & fla file works well for touching up

the wol. Sharpening should omly require a few smooth
srokes following the angle shown in the photo. [l

UPS “Rural Area” Delivery

o varbows parts of the country UPS hiss been slower de-
I]l.'.'n.'rir.u: packages to areas comsidened "rumal areas" I

you are experiencing problems with sbow delivery it is
very likely not the fault of the supplier. You should phone
UPS customer service ar 300/742-53877 to voice your cone
cems if you believe your packages have been delayed for
any reason. Packages marked BA may ke later than nor-
mitl because of UPS decisions - not beciuse the supplier
hasn't shipped in o timely fashion, W

New Products

Hok Ircn Productions, Inc. has recently released four
videotapes. Boy Bloom and Dave Farley worked to-
gether o produce these tapes. The closeup camern
shots give you an excellent view of the the work they
are demonstrating. [l

Fundarnemdals of Foegimg WValume 3

Valume | Forge Wokling Sl &

28 min. Establishing o Adssadresen

foundation for your forg- 30 min.

b Basic Shoe Modifications
Volume 1 26 min. One heat madi-
Bervde Showmaking fications that you can use

G0 min. Step by step om i daily basis

process of forging o shoe
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THE NATURAL
AMNGLE i published
to provide the farrier with
new and useful informa-
tion about the industry. It
is published through a co-
operative effort of Bellota
Taals, Blaom Forge, FFI
and Kerckhaert Shoes.
Articles in this publi
cation are the property o
The Matural Angle and
cammot be reprinted with
out express permission. For
inbormation concerning
reprints, please contact
Dan Burke, FPI, PO Box
[32E, Shelbyville, KY

FRELIIILS

Next Issue

VET-FARRIER RELATIONS
LATERAL TOE EXTEMNSION
FOOT FINISH
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conceming the articles published in the Natural
Angle, please contact your distriburorn. We wel
comue your input. The Matural Angle is designed

and edited by Graphic Response, Inc. [l
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Venturing into Cyberspace

WHILE OMLY A SCANT T of
Americans had access to the
much discussed Intermet just
Ewcs years g, I:nd:q,' estimetes
Pt that mumber at one in four.
That number can only cone
tinue to increase as more and
more American househaolds -
and businesses - gooonline.
Getting online is a some-
what simple process: all you
need is m computer, a modem
and a phone line, and you're
n.-.'d'.' [#8] ]'\-L':'.'.

H-.ll.n".'-ur, |:-.~rrim_- thee

proper equipment is the easy

[sert. The nex: shep - I\.'I'u.h'l‘il.1'||: a
“server,” a CORTIpEInY thist pra-
vides VoL with wocess to the Met
- TN :Lctu..ﬂ]l,' mitke the differ-
ence bebween a plensant life on-
line and one of frustration, The
key s shoppimg aroumd, sy In-
termet s 'l'.:q'-mp:l.n:- prices
and mlk to friends and family
While the cost s relatively low
- o cam et a good server for
as ligtle as 512 60 505 o month
if you pay quarterly or annuslly

- thirl.i.:.-: other than cost com be
of vital impoTtance o

]'ll.'il.l.lih.'l'll.' 'I:rl.'l.'l\."' SETVICE.

Bellota Tools

The tradition of
excellence
continues.

(S00) B33-5085 (510} 4600373

Farrier Product Distribution
MO Box 1328
Shelbyville, KY 40066

[s the server capable of han-
dlingg all thee costmers it cosmies?
If mo, yom'me likezly #o spend
e time |stenimg to o busy sig-
nal than surfing cyberspace.
How much is the server’s
sturt-up fee, which involves
loading software onto your
commputer? And will the com.-
paamy Cormse b the rescue if yoan
experience subsequent com-
puter pn'-'l:-h'l:n.-: after l]'u.""!,'
dowmnload their software!
Askimg these questioms of
both thee server amd acquaine

Eiruces :ﬂru:uh'-.ln the Intermet

can save youl agreat deal of time
and fnestration down the road.
And one last coution be-

fore you enter oyberspace - be
wary of purchising anything
winn the Met by wsing a credit
card. 5;|'|-.|ppi1'||: on the Internet
is becoming more commion,
bt vzt businseases selling
goods through their homepage
generally list a phone mmber
your can catll g purchase goods
the ald Fshiomed way. We
would necommend this route,
az computer hackers hove
proven their abality to enter
computer files with relative
ease. You don't want your Wisa
number to hecome prey.

Look for more informa-

tron on the [nternet in future

izsues of The .5.11|:|-\.'-: [ ]

The Natural Angle Now Online!

The Matural Angle now has a web site and can
be found at http:/ /www.naturalangle.com.
Don’t miss all of the exciting information

available on this site! As always your input,

questions and opinions are valuable - so don't

hesitate to let us know what vou think!

THIED CLASS
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Brookfield, W1
Permic Mo, 136
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